Foreign journalists return to Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi government admitted foreign journalists 
for the first time in over a month Friday, promising to escort them on trips 
to cities in both northern and southern Iraq where anti-government unrest 
erupted in late February. Letting in nine foreign television stations and six 
print reporters seemed to indicate that the government was confident its 
forces had gained the upper hand over the insurgents. Reports from Iran's 
official Islamic Republic News Agency, monitored in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
have quoted Shiite Muslim insurgent leaders as saying they controlled the 
holy city of Karbala and other southern cities. But the U.S. Slate 
Department and refugees fleeing to the Kuwaiti border indicated the Iraqi 
army had the upper hand. In the north, the government said it had taken 
the important oil centre of Kirkuk away from Kurdish rebels- The rebels 
claim the fight over the city continued Friday. “The foreign press will visit 
Kirkuk, which was liberated on Thursday," one Information Ministry 
official said. He said during their two-week stay, the press will be escorted 
to the southern cities of Basra, Karbala, Najaf. Nasiriyah and Hillah. 
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Up to 10 a day die of hunger in Ethiopia 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — A senior Ethiopian relief official saidTriday up 
to 10 people a day are dying of famine-related diseases in eastern 
Ethiopia's Ogadcn region and appealed for aid to be rashed to the a rea- 
Yilma Kassaye, bead of the government's Relief and RebabBitauon 
Commission (RSS), said food shortages due to drought had been 
exacerbated by a massive influx of Somalis fleeing fighting in their 
country. In addition, Ethiopian refugees were returning home from 
Somalia. Mr. Y3ma said the international community had so for ignored 
appeals for emergency food to be sent to the region. He said the 
government had drawn 50.000 tonnes of food from its 92.000-tonne food 
security reserve to feed an estimated one mfflion affected people m 
Ogadea, and the remainder would also be transported there. He said the 
U.N.'s World Food Programme had food aid stocks in neighbouring 
Djibouti but they were destined for areas of northern Ethiopia hit by 
drought and not for the Ogaden. Northern areas — especially the 
provinces of Eritrea and Tigrel — have been worst hit by a drought in 
Ethiopia which relief officials say has affected a total of more than six 
million people. 
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Zimbabwe wants 
. genuine peace in 
, Mideast 

HARARE (R) — The foreign 
minister of Zimbabwe, which 
chaired the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil during the Gulf war in January 
on a rotation basis, said Friday 
his country wanted genuine peace 
in the Middle East. Commenting 
on the latest U.S.-initiated draft 
on the Gulf now before the 
Security Council. Foreign Minis- 
ter Nathan Shamuyarira said 
Zimbabwe bad been studying the 
resolution and would consult with 
other non-aligned nations at the 
United Nations, the national 
Ziana news agency reported. 
“We would want to see a compre- 
hensive. fair and tolerant resolu- 
tion which will bring genuine 
peace not only to the Gulf but to 
the Middle East," Ziana quoted 
him as telling local journalists. 
Mr. Shamuyarira said Zimbabwe 
would have some “very fun- 
damental," comments to make 
on the U.S. draft resolution, the 
agency reported. It would insist 
that the resolution finally passed 
by the Security Council should 
end all hostilities in the Gulf. 

Turkish Kurds vow to 
step up unrest 

BEIRUT (R) — A Kurdish 
group fighting in Turkey vowed 
Friday to escalate its war for an 
independent state and said it 
would spread to northern Iraq. 
“Our party will escalate its war of 
national liberation... and spread 
it under wise leadership to south- 
ern Kurdistan (northern Iraq),” 
the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) said in a statement. In an 
interview with Reuters last Sun- 
day, PKK leader Abdullah Oca- 
lan denounced one Iraqi Kurdish 
group, the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) led by Masoud 
Barazani, as Turkish agents. A 
representative of Mr. Barazani 
and Jalal Talabani, who heads the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, met 
officials in Ankara this month to 
seek aid for the rebellion against 
the Iraqi government. 

Tunisia suspends 
main students' union 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian author- 
ities suspended the country’s 
main student union, the pro- 
Islamic Tunisian General Union 
of Students (UGTE), Friday for 
activities in breach of public 
order, official sources said. Un- 
ion sources said police closed 
UGTE headquarters in central 
Tunis. The official news agency 
TAP said the union was sus- 
pended because petrol bombs 
and anti-government leaflets 
were found on its premises last 
Tuesday. 

U.N. council prods 
Cypriots to 
cooperate 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council prodded Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots Thursday to 
cooperate with the United Na- 
tions in resuming discussions on 
reuniting their divided island 
under a federal system. A state- 
ment issued on behalf of all 15 
council members urged all par- 
ties to cooperate fully with 
Secretarty-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar **in order to resolve 
without delay the outstanding 
issues.” Mr. Perez de Cuellar told 
the council on Wednesday an 
"agreed outline,” of a solution to 
the Cyprus problem should be 
possible within a few months if all 
parties cooperated. 

U.N. official to 
coordinate return of 
Kuwaiti property 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
Canadian U.N. assistant secret- 
ary general, J. Richard Foran, 
has been named as the official 
responsible for coordinating the 
return of Kuwaiti property taken 
by Iraq, a U.N. spokesman said. 
Kuwait says property worth tens 
of billions of dollars, ranging 
from gold and currency to com- 
puters and museum exhibits, was 
seized by Iraq after its invasion of 
the emirate last August. A Secur- 
ity Council resolution requires its 
return, with arrangements to be 
made through the United Nations. 
Mr. Foran, 57, heads the U.N.’s 
office of general services and 
previously was in charge of its 
financial services. 
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Iraqi army retakes 
control of Kirkuk 


Combined agency dispatches 

KURDS FIGHTING the govern- 
ment said Friday they had retre- 
ated from the northern oil city of 
Kirkuk after fierce battles with 
government troops. 

“Our forces retreated from 
Kirkuk. They are about two 
IdlometTes outside the city,” a 
spokesman for the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK), one of 
several rebel groups, told Reuters 
in Damascus. 

Troops loyal to the government 
of President Saddam Hussein also 
recaptured what was believed to 
be the last major town held by 
rebels in southern Iraq. 

Iraqi troops used helicopters, 
missiles and heavy artillery to 
seize control of Samawa on the 
Euphrates River Thursday night 
after five days of bitter fighting. 

Reports from the border town 
of Safwan said Iraqi forces has 
entered the town. 

Samawa, northwest of the 
southern port of Basra and strad- 
dling the main road through the 
Euphrates Valley, appeared to be 
the last rebel stronghold in south- 
ern Iraq to fall to government 
troops. 

Rebels and refugees ax Safwan 
said the government controlled 
other cities and towns. 

Ramadan, 32, an Egyptian bar- 
ber from Basra, said Iran had 
supplied the rebels with arms, 
smuggled into the country inside 

U.S., 

allies work 
on Gulf war 
resolution 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United States and other 
Security Council members are 
demanding that Iraq renounce 
“terrorism” and expel "terrorist" 
groups. The demands come in the 
latest draft of the council’s resolu- 
tion for a permanent truce in the 
Gulf war. 

Council members still are 
trying to resolve differences over 
which missiles Iraqi authorities 
would be ordered to destroy. 

The Soviet Union would let 
Iraq keep missiles that did not 
have the range to reach Israel, 
about 425 kilometres away. The 
United States, which in the past 
favoured the destruction of all 
Iraqi missiles, indicated it was 
leaning towards the Soviet posi- 
tion. 

On Thursday, the ambassadors 
of the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Britain. France and China 
— the five permanent members 
of the Security Council — refined 
the language of their proposed 
resolution. U.S. Ambassador 
Thomas Pickering said it would 
function as a permanent truce 
once approved by Iraq. 

Iraq and the U.S. -led coalition 
agreed to a temporary ceasefire 
shortly after Iraqi soldiers left 
Kuwait in late February. 

Diplomats said the five council 
members gave their draft of the 
proposed resolution to the other 
10 ambassadors Thursday, but 
left a blank space in the text- 
before the word "missiles.” 

On Thursday, the Security 
Council's permanent members 
were in agreement on a para- 
graph of the resolution that 
would require Iraq's government 
to make a public break with 
"terrorists." 

The paragraph “requires Iraq 
to inform the council that it will 
not commit or support any act of 
international terrorism or allow 
any organisation directed toward 
commission of such acts to oper- 
ate within its territory." 

It also requires Baghdad “to 
condemn unequivocally and re- 
nounce all acts, methods an prac- 
tices of terrorism." 

The council members agree on 
virtually all other provisions of 
the draft, which would make Iraq 
liable for war damages and allow 
the U.N.-supervised destruction 
of its chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missiles. 


truckloads of food sent as huma- 
nitarian aid late last 'year. 

He said Shiites who had lived 
in Iran for several years and 
Iranians in civilian clothes were 
among the rebels who controlled 
Basra earlier this month. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
Thursday government troops had 
recaptured Kirkuk in a swift 
offensive. 

Kurdish spokesman claimed 
earlier Friday that their forces 
still controlled most of the city 
which was under heavy bombard- 
ment by artillery, missiles and 
tanks. 

The city, with a population of 
about 270,000 had been in Kur- 
dish hands since last week. 

In Cairo, an Iraqi envoy said 
Friday the post-war rebellion 
against the government was near- 
ly under control. 

“The situation has stabilised 
after the Iraqi armed forces were 
able to gain control over most 
areas in the south and (the north- 
ern towns of) Kirkuk and Daquq 
were cleared of rebel forces,” 
Saad Kassem AJ Hammoudt told 
reporters. 

“The armed forces are on the 
way to gaining control of all areas 


in northern Iraq.” he added. 

Mr. Hammoudi is head of the 
Arab desk at the Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry. He spoke to reporters 
at Cairo airport when he arrived 
to represent Baghdad at an Arab 
League meeting Saturday. 

The Iraqi army newspaper Ai 
Qadissiyah reported Friday that 
the assault on rebel strongholds 
was “proceeding well and accord- 
ing to plan” in the north. 

“The remnants of the agents, 
infiltrators and hooligans are 
fleeing en masse before the purg- 
ing operations being carried out 
by the armed forces in the re- 
gion," it said. 

The deputy chief of Iraq's 
armed forces. Izzat Ibrahim, sent 
a cable to President Saddam Hus- 
sein Friday saying that loyalists 
had “spread out in the city (Kir- 
kuk) to inspect and put things in 
order as was your wish,” the Iraqi 
News Agency reported. 

The United States said Friday 
that it regrets the violence that is 
taking place in Iraq but declined 
to intervene on the side of rebels. 

"We are operaring in Iraq on 
the basis of the U.N. mandate,” 
said White House spokesman Ro- 
man Popadiuk. “Once die man- 


date is totally fulfilled U.S. 
troops will be coming out. We 
have no plans for keeping our 
troops in Iraq or in the Gulf 
region one day longer than neces- 
sary." 

The White House rebuffed a 
request from the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Front asking President George 
Bush to help them. 

The leaders, Jalal Talabani and 
Masoud Barzawi, asked the Un- 
ited States to intervene to prevent 
the army from using “heavy 
weapons of mass destruction 
against civilians,” including fixed- 
wing aircraft ancf combat helicop- 
ters. 

"The issue of internal unrest in 
Iraq is an issue that has to be 
settled between the government 
and the people of Iraq.” Mr. 
Popadiuk said. “It's a decision for 
the people of Iraq to make in 
terms of the leadership.” 

Asked if the United States 
might consider providing rebels 
with arms such as Stinger mis- 
siles, Mr. Popadiuk said, "our 
mandate was to get Iraq out of 
Kuwait. We fulfilled that man- 
date. Our next step is to get a 
permanent ceasefire so that our 
troops can be withdrawn.” 


Shamir reiterates rejection 
of any return of Ar#b land 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said Friday that for him even talk 
about swapping the occupied 
Arab territories for peace was 
like being stabbed in the heart. 

Mr. Shamir also contended in 
an interview with the mass- 
circulation newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth that expelling Palesti- 
nians helped reduce violence in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Israel this week 
ordered the expulsion of four 
Palestinians. 

The United States has criticised 
expulsions and is pursuing a Mid- 
dle East settlement based on 
Israel exchanging land in return 
for peace with Arab countries 
and the Palestinians. 

Asked if he ruled out ceding 
the Golan Heights to Syria, Mr. 
Shamir said: "The territory is 
part of the nation’s soul. When 
someone talks to me about terri- 
tory, he is stabbing me in the 
heart. I cannot even talk about it. 
It is part of my being, of me.” 

Mr. Shamir said he could not 
prevent the subject being raised 
at future peace talks, but the 
75-year-old prime minister 
added: “If I still have any influ- 
ence, I will strive to see that we 
come out of them healthy, com- 
plete and without diminished 
power. " 


Israeli hardliners have been 
increasingly nervous about what 
they consider hints from govern- 
ment officials that Israel might 
negotiate the future of the Golan 
Heights in talks with Syria. 

Lost week Mr. Shamir cleared 
any ambiguity, saying: "They 
could say to us ‘we want the 
Golan Heights 1 and we'll say ‘we 
won’t give it to you.' So here are 
your negotiations.” 

"We are always ready to 
negotiate in good faith," Mr. 
Shamir told the Jerusalem Post in 
a separate interview Friday. “But 
if you ask me now if there is a 
chance to change the territorial 
situation with Syria, my answer 
would bo negative." 

Syria has demanded the Golan 
Heights back before discussing 
peace with the Jewish state. 

In Washington, questioned ab- 
out a New York Times story 
asserting the administration is 
considering co-hosting with the 
Soviet Union a series of Middle 
East talks, spokesman Roman 
Popadiuk said no decisions have 
been made on any of the options 
under discussion. 

“There are a number of ideas 
floating out there." Mr. Popa- 
diuk said, “on how to get the 
peace process engaged again. 
We’ve had a number of discus- 
sions with foreign governments: 


we've had a number of internal 
discussions on options and ways 
to proceed. No decisions have 
been made on any of these va- 
rious options that may be pur- 
sued. Everything is still in the 
very rudimentary discussion 
siage.” 

Told his remarks were not in- 
consistent with the thrust of the 
story, he reminded reporters of 
Secretary of State James Baker’s 
remarks on return from the Mid- 
dle East, to the effect that there is 
no benefit to be derived from 
airing options, and that confiden- 
tially is the heart of diplomacy. 

The New York Times said the 
Bush administration is exploring 
the possibility of convening re- 
gional peace talks, with the Un- 
ited States and the Soviet Union 
hosts, that would serve as the 
Opening for direct negotiations 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. Quoting Western 
and Middle East diplomats, it 
said while Mr. Baker has been 
very tight lipped about what be is 
trying to do in his talks with 
Middle East leaders, an approach 
that appears to be getting a lot of 
consideration would be for the 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion to be hosts for a ceremonial 
opening "event” that might be 

(Continued on page 4) 


Yeltsin pushes anti- Gorbachev 
campaign after massive rally 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev's six 
years of reforms were not a 
period of restructuring bur “the 
last phase of the stagnation 
period," radical reformer Boris 
Yeltsin said Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. Gorbachev’s 
archrival and an enemy of hard- 
line communists, spoke to the 
Russian Congress one day after 
more than 150,000 people rallied 
to support his reforms. 

Mr. Gorbachev had tried to 
stop the rally by deploying 50.000 
troops and police. But demon- 
strators — numbering 150,000 to 
200.000 by one count — turned 
out to support the leader of the 
Russian Republic anyway. There 
was no violence. 

On Friday, Mr. Yeltsin, 60. 
outlined his vision of a new Rus- 
sian Federation, one that aban- 
dons decades of abuses and 
champions human rights. 

Mr. Yeltsin condemned the 
leaders who failed to fulfil prom- 
ises of glasnost — openness — 
and the priority of human values 
at the start of the perestroika 


reforms. 

Speaking to about 1,000 Rus- 
sian Congress delegates gathered 
in the white marble and plaster 
grand Kremlin Palace, Mr. Yelt- 
sin borrowed a favourite Gor- 
bachev phrase and turned it 
against his foe. Mr. Gorbachev 
frequently refers to the 1964 
-1982 rule of Leonid Brezhnev as 
the ‘era of stagnation." 

“The objective results of the 
past six years demonstrate that 
what we have been witnessing 
was not perestroika but the last 
phase of the stagnation period," 
Mr. Yeltsin said his address, in- 
temipted several times by warm 
applause. 

One abuse of human rights he 
cited was the Soviet system's use 
of residency permits that prohibit 
citizens from freely moving from 
one part of the country to 
another. He called this practice 
“a humiliating situation." 

Mr. Yeltsin spoke of “people 
power" and said the govern - 
menfs priority should be the 
"protection of every member of 
society." 


He repeated suggestions he has 
made since last May when the 
congress elected him parliamen- 
tary chairman: The need for a 
broad-based, democratic coali- 
tion to rule the country and for 
private ownership of land. 

Mr. Yeltsin's speech came after 
he failed to win congressional 
support earlier Friday to schedule 
debate on a powerful presidency 
for the Russian Republic. The 
Russian Congress failed to mus- 
ter the 532 votes needed to de- 
bate the proposal; the special 
session only favoured it by a 
456-447 vote. 

He also lost a bid to prevent 
opponents from delivering a re- 
port on their views after his own. 
The congress voted 615-363 to 
hear the alternative -speech. 

The votes appeared to be only 
a temporary setback for Mr. Yelt- 
sin. On Thursday, the congress 
overwhelmingly supported him, 
voting by nearly 2*to-l to de- 
nounce the three-week ban on 
rallies decreed by Mr. Gor- 
bachev's cabinet. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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King, Mitterrand back 
quiet Mideast diplomacy 


PARIS (Agencies) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein said Friday that 
“quiet, active" diplomacy would 
best promote peace in the Middle 
East, and France pledged to work 
with Jordan develop initiatives. 

Speaking after talks with Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, the 
King said an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East would 
“eventually... be a must" because 
a comprehensive peace would 
need guarantees. 

“But I believe personally that it 
is a time for diplomacy, quiet, 
active. Maybe on behalf of the 
five (U.N. Security Council 
permanent members), maybe 
with the help of people of good- 
will throughout,” he added. 

Mr. Mitterrand's spokesman. 
Hubert Vedrine, said: “France is 
available for a joint examination 
by our foreign ministers of initia- 
tive which could be taken by 
France and Jordan, and at all 
levels, to deal with the problems 
of the region.” 

King Hussein's visit to Paris is 
his first to Europe since the Gulf 
war. 

King Hussein told President 
Mitterrand that Palestinian in- 
volvement will be crucial to Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. 

Jordan will also be a key play- 
er, King Hussein told the French 
leader during the two-hour lunch 
at the Elysee Palace. 

Describing Mitterrand his 
“dearest friend,” King Hussein 
told reporters after the lunch that 
the end of the Gulf war “opens a 
new window" for Mideast peace. 

The King said that a compre- 
hensive settlement will be im- 
possible without the participation 
of Palestinians. 

“There has to be a PaJestinian- 
Israeli dimension to it because 
without resolving that aspect of 
the problem there is no solution 
to the Palestinian problem. And 
the Palestinians have to be a part. 



an effective, committed party 
the King said. 

King Hussein said his talks with 
Mr. Mitterrand were “The most 
frank and the most constructive” 
of all they had had over the years. 

"■We hope that we are on the 
threshold of doing all we can to 
ensure that the window of oppor- 
tunity for peace, for human digni- 
ty, for security and a better future 
for all the people of our area will 
not be lost.” the King added. 

France, which long believed an 
international conference was the 
only way to bring Arabs, Israelis 
and Palestinians to the negotiat- 
ing table, shelved that position 
following the war to support a 
diplomatic peace drive led by 
Washington. 

The King echoed the new 
French position but added that: 
“Eventually, if you lookat Security 
Council Resolutions 242 „oj 
338, or land-for-peace. or any 
other formula, it all ends up with 
Security Council guarantees. So 
the conference at some point is a 
must." 

In apparent reference to the 
conference on security and coop- 
eration in Europe, a 35-nation 
process which gradually disman- 


tled East- West barriers over a 
period of nearly 20 years. King 
Hussein said "the way to the 
future for us in our region is along 
the European experience.” 

“I think this is what will have to 
happen, it's realistic, it’s 
appropriate,' he said. 

“There have been far too many 
ideas mid plans that have kepi us 
going in circles for years. Now we 
have an opportunity. I believe the 
window is there and I hope the 
principles that are applied will be 
the same everywhere." 

King Hussein and President 
Mitterrand also discussed in a 
closed meeting bilateral relations. 
The meeting was followed by an 
extensive meeting attended by 
members of both the Jordanian 
and French delegations. Attend- 
ing the meeting on the Jordanian 
side were Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. King 
Hussein's Political Advisor 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Foreign 
Minister Taher Al Masri and the 
Jordanian ambassador to France. 
The meeting was attended on the 
French side by the French Fore- 
ign Minister, the spokesman for 
the presidential palace, president 
Mitterrand’s political advisor and 
.the French ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

King Hussein flew to Paris 
Thursday on the first leg of a 
working visit which will also take 
him to Germany. 

Upon arrival in Paris, the King 
was received by Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas and senior French 
officials, as well as the Jordanian 
ambassador and Arab ambassa- 
dors accredited to France. 

King Hussein Friday received 
French Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard, Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas and Defence Minister 
Piere Jox. The King discussed 
with the three officials bilateral 
relations and scopes of bilateral 
cooperation, Petra reported. 


Andreotti League meeting 
resigns may be perfunctory 


ROME (AP) — Premier Giulio 
Andreotti resigned Friday, trig- 
gering the collapse of Italy’s 19th 
post-war government. 

Mr. Andreotti announced his 
resignation in a speech to the 
Senate that was interrupted by 
catcalls from the opposition. He 
was to formally submit it after- 
ward to President Francesco Cos- 
siga. 

The government collapse came 
as no surprise. At 20 months, Mr. 
Andreotti's government already 
had lasted twice as long as the 
average. 

For weeks, the coalition parties 
have been squabbling over such 
issues as the budget deficit, the 
fight against the mafia, and 
changes in the structure of Italy's 
post-war government. 

“Honourable senators, I think 
it’s our duty not to ignore a 
climate of exhaustion that has 
been accumulating for months,” 
Mr. Andreotti said. 

“In resigning. I am confident 
that all this ... (will) only give 
more strength to national policy, 
increasing and resurrecting in 
citizens their faith in the state and 
in its representative institutions,” 
Mr. Andreotti said. 

Mr. Cossiga will choose a 
politician from the five parties in 
the governing coalition to try to 
put together a new government. 

Mr. Andreotti, of the domi- 
nant Christian Democrat Party, 
had planned to reshuffle bis gov- 
ernment this week to address the 
recent problems. But he was 
blocked by former Premier Beni- 
na Craxi. head of the second- 
biggest party, the Socialists. 

“We need to set up a govern- 
ment that will last until the end of 
the legislature, and agree on a 
programme of things to be done 
that will have a certain consist- 
ence and be fairly binding,” Mr. 
Craxi said Thursday. 

The legislature's term ends in 
1992. 

Italy’s main opposition party, 
the Democratic Party of the Left, 
boycotted Mr. Andreotti’s Senate 
speech to protest the fact that 
parliament had no say in the 
government crisis. The party was 
formerly the Communists. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab 
League diplomats hopd to 
breathe new life into the strained 
alliance at their first large gather- 
ing Saturday since the Golf war. 

Arab relations were battered 
by the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
last August and the Gulf conflict 
that ensued. But diplomats say 
the council session in Cairo will 
provide a forum for pursuing 
Arab brotherhood. 

However, on the eve of the 
conference, Arab diplomatic 
sources said the meeting will be 
adjourned after the opening ses- 
sion. They said Saudi Arabia's 
permanent representative, Taher 
Rad wan, will request the suspen- 
sion to allow for more time to 
promote greater cohesion. 

They did not say when the next 
meeting will be. but they said it is 
expected to be at foreign minis- 
ters’ level. 

The Arab League Council ses- 
sion involves lower-level officials 
from the 21-nation group, includ- 
ing envoys from Iraq and Kuwait. 

Iraq's participation seems to 
signal Baghdad's desire to end its 
isolation from most Arabs and 
“return to the mainstream” that 
the Arab League represents, 
some diplomats said. 

Iraq will be represented at the 
meeting by Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial Saad Qassem Al Hammudi. 
“Iraq's participation in the 


meeting is to affirm its policy to 
work towards Arab cooperation 
and strengthen solidarity,” be 
said on arrival in Cairo Friday. 

Iraqi rebels urged the Arab 
League Friday to expel Bagh- 
dad's delegate and give his seat to 
a number of the opposition. 

“In the name of the Iraqi peo- 
ple we demand that tne Arab 
League expel the representative 
of Saddam Hussein and prevent 
him from participating in the- 
... foreign ministrs meeting,” said 
Ayatollah Mohammad Taqi Al 
Mudaressi in a letter to the Arab 
League, obtained by Reuters in 
Damascus. 

Kuwait will chair the session. 

Asaad Al Asaad. the league's 
acting secretary- general , said the 
divisive issues of Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait, the subsequent boil- 
dap of anti-Iraqi forces on the 
Saudi peninsula and the six-week 
Gulf war are not on the agenda. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said in an interview 
published Friday that it would 
take time for relations with stares 
which supported Iraq to return to 
normal. 

Although some ministers were 
expected to attend the meeting, 
league officials announed Thyrsi 
day that only ambassadors and 
permanent delegates would take 
part. 


Shoman chairs Arab Bank’s 
General Assembly meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of 
the Arab Bank Abdul Majid 
Shoman Friday chaired a meet- 
ing of the bank's general 
assembly, during which they 
discussed the bank's budget, 
final accounts, and the board 
of directors’ report (published 
on pages 5, 6 and 7). 

Hie meeting was attended 
by the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade’s companies controller 
and shareholders from .various 
Arab countries. 
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Four killed, 27 wounded 
in Beirut carbomb blast 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — a car- 
bomb blast killed four people and 
wounded 27 in Beirut Friday. 

hours after the government 

ordered Lebanon's private armies 
to give up their weapons. 

The blast tore along a busy 
street, setting ablaze about 20 
cars, blowing out windows at the 
Armenian Orthodox Patriarchate 
and damaging several shops. One 
of the four dead was an unidenti- 
fied Lebanese soldier. 

“We can't recognise him from 
his injuries.** said an army offic- 
er. picking up the soldiers' blood- 
soaked jacket and bag from the 
devastated street as rescuers 
helped wounded civilians out of 
damaged cars. 

Witnesses said an explosives- 
packed Buick blew up outside the 
patriarchate at a juncture with a 
coastal highway in east Beirut’s 
Amelias district. 

The explosions was about 50 
metres from the site of another 
carbomb blast March 20 which 
killed eight people and wounded 
3S as Defence Minister Michel Al 
Mutt's convoy was passing. 

Security and hospital sources 
said 27 people were wounded in 
Friday's blast. 

The security sources said the 
Buik had 100 kilogrammes of 


explosives in it. The car had been 
damaged in the March 20 blast and 
was pushed to the side. Sources said 
Friday’s casualties were lower 
than could have been expected 
because the explosion came at the 
start of the Eastern holidays and 

traffic was relatively light. 

The government announced 
late on Thursday that all Lebanee 
and Palestinian militias should 
disarm by the end of April or face 
being forced to by Lebanese and 
Syrian troops. 

Abolishing the private armies of 
sectarian and political groups is a 
vital step in consolidating a peace 
plan implemented last year to put 
a final end to nearly 16 years of 
civil war. 

Information Minister Albert 
Mansour said the army would use 
force if any group disobeyed the 
order. He said the army would 
call for help if necessary from 
Syria's estimated 40,000 troops in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Murr, 59, escaped the 
March 20 assassination attempt 
with bruises but his car was 
wrecked after being flung upside 
down. There were no claims of 
responsibility for either car 
bombing. 

Thursday’s statement said the 
decision applied to non-Lebanese 
armed groups, apparent refer- 


ence to be Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) estimated 
6,000 guerrillas in South Lebanon 
and 2,000 Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards based in East Lebanon. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the PLO or the Iranian 
Guards to the government plan. 

The Lebanese army will carry 
out a phased deployment 
throughout Lebanon between 
May 1 and Sept. 30, said the 
government statement that was 
issued after a seven-hour session 
chaired by Mr. President Elias 
Hrawi Thursday. 

“After the expiry of the period 
for dissolving the militias, the 
Lebanese army will be instructed 
to deploy gradually in all 
Lebanese regions. Force will be 
used to eliminate resistance and 
opposition and the help of sisterly 
Syrian troops will be enlisted if 
need be," the statement said. 

The government also ordered 
all the eight radio and four televi- 
sion stations founded by militias 
during the civil war to exercise 
self-censorship to “observe the 
requirements of national recon- 
ciliation to end the state of war.’' 

A committe to oversee the 
censorship, including representa- 
tives from the information minis' 
try, will be formed, the statement 
said. 


2 U.S. sailors charged with 
plotting mutiny during war 


MANILA lAP) — Two U.S. 
stilons were ordered Friday to 
face j court-martial for allegedly 
trying to sabotage a carrier in the 
Gulf ’in support of Iraq, the U.S. 
navy said. 

A report from the U.S.-run 
Subic Buy naval station said Air- 
man Apprentice Abdul H. 
Shahced. 22. of Saint George. 
South Carolina, and Seaman 
Apprentice James L. Moss. 21. of 
Marrero. Louisiana, were 
charged with “urging disloyalty, 
mutiny, or refusal of duty” while 
aboard the USS Ranger at sea in 
January. 

The two were accused of en- 
couraging fellow sailors to sabot- 
age the Ranger's aircraft launch 
system and kidnap the skipper. 
Captain Ernest Christensen. 

A navy spokesman who re- 
layed the charges to reporters. 
Lt.-Cmdr Kevin Mukri. said the 
alleged plan was in support of 
Iraq's call for a worldwide Mus- 


lim holy war against the United 
States for its military moves 
against Iraq. 

Cmdr. Mukri refused to say 
whether the two accused sailors 
were Muslims. They could re- 
ceive a dishonourable discharge, 
10 years imprisonment, forfeiture 
of all pay and allowances and 
reduction to the lowest rank if 
convicted. 

No other details were given. 
The navy announced March S 
that a third sailor. Seaman Danny 
Roberson, 25, of Columbus. 
Ohio, was also under investiga- 
tion but Friday's statement made 
no mention of his case. 

In a statement earlier this 
month, the navy said the three 
were being investigated for con- 
spiracy to commit sabotage and 
kidnapping as well as undermin- 
ing order and discipline by inter- 
fering with the Ranger's mis- 
sion. 


Air chief fears 
victory making war 
attractive to Americans 


RIYADH (API - The U.S. 
I’.ener.ii uh«« master minded the 
.it: n.ir si vs he worries that the 
allies' Melon over Iraq is glor- 
itvmg war to Americans. 

"Because we made it look 
easv . people think it was easy — 
but :( wasn’t." said air force 
Lieu tenant- Genera! Charles A. 
Horner, head of U.S. central 
command jir forces. 

"This was a violently fought 
war and we seized everything we 
gut." he said. 

In an interview Thursday at his 
headquarters here, (he 54 -yen r- 
oid general from Davenport, 
low a. bristled at media reports 
that the Iraqis did not fight and 
the war was "just a cakewalk, a 
rollover." 

Americans cannot be allowed 
to forget that pilots faced intense 
anti-aircraft artillery and surface- 
to-air missiles and soldiers were 
confronted by Iraqi tanks and 
artillery barrages, he said. 

In the euphoria of troops re- 
turning home. Gen. Horner said, 
he is concerned that Americans 
arc going to forget the terror and 
tragedy of war. 

"1 worry that people will think 
war is attractive — that technolo- 
gy is what war is all about, my 
electrons versus vour electrons. 


or my guided bomber against 
your bunker." he said. 

To combat the wave of instant 
glorification, he said, the Amer- 
ican public should be reminded of 
the devastation in Kuwait which 
led to the allied intervention, and 
the suffering of many Iraqis now 
fleeing their country amid rebel- 
lion in the north and south. 

“The real question is not why 
his air force didn't fight. The 
questions was how was his air 
force defeated.” Gen. Horner 
said. 

The key to the quick allied 
mastery of the skies, he said, was 
the decision to attack Iraq’s milit- 
ary command and communica- 
tions network which Iraq needed 
to run the war from Baghdad. 

Bombing raids cut communica- 
tions between Iraqi troops in the 
field and their commanders in the 
Iraqi capital, disrupting military 
operations. Gen. Homer said the 
Iraqis’ fatal flaw was not being 
able to improvise and decentral- 
ise operations after their main 
command operation was knocked 
out. 

“We exploited that weakness 
right at the start... and (Iraq) 
never had a chance." Gen. Hor- 
ner said. 


It was unclear whether the 
alleged offence took place while 
the carrier was actually in the 
Gulf. The Ranger, whose home 
port is San Diego, California, 
passed through Subic Bay, 80 
kilometres northwest of Manila, 
in earlv January on its wav to the 
Gulf. ' 

Rear Admiral Thomas Mercer, 
commander of the U.S. naval 
forces in the Philippines, issued 
the court-martial order Friday 
based on investigations made by 
Lt.-Cmdr. Leroy Dickens of the 
judge advocate general’s office. 

The navy report said court- 
martial proceedings will be held 
in Subic, but no date has yet been 
set. 

All three sailors were flown 
back to Subic in February while 
an investigation was under way. 
The martial law investigation cor- 
responds to grand jury inquiries 
in civilian law. 


Schwarzkopf 
says he 
apologised 
to Bush 

RIYADH (AP) — General H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, comman- 
der of U.S. forces in the Gulf 
war. said Friday that he apolo- 
gised to U.S. President George 
Bush and that he supported the 
derision to end the war 100 per 
cent. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf seemed ea- 
ger to repair any differences with 
Mr. Bush as quickly as possible. 
He made the remarks in an im- 
promptu session after visiting the 
joint information bureau of the 
U.S. central command. 

“I apologise to the president. I 
said I am extremely sorry that a 
poor choice of words on my part 
in any way would result in dishon- 
our cast upon you." Gen. 
Schwarzkopf said a day after he 
spoke on the phone with Mr. 
Bush. 

“He’s my commander-in-chief 
and he said. “I'm telling you. 
’just forget it. It’s not impor- 
tant*.” 

The dustup began after com- 
ments that Gen. Schwarzkopf 
made in a U.S. television Wednes- 
day night in which he appeared to 
suggest that he had disagreed 
with Mr. Bush’s derision to call a 
ceasefire to the war on Feb. 27. 

“Frankly, my recommendation 
had been, you know, continue 
the march. 1 mean he had them in 
a rout,” Gen. Schwarzkopf said 
in the interview, taped March 20. 

Mr. Bush, upon learning 
Wednesday of the general's com- 
ments. declared: “There was tot- 
al agreement on when this war 
should end." and Defence Secret- 
ary Richard Cheney issued a 
statement saying Gen. Schwarz- 
kopf “raised no objection to ter- 
minating hostilities." 

But Friday. Gen. Schwarzkopf 
said; “If I could do the whole 
thing all over again. I know I 
would change the word 'recom- 
mend’ to say ‘we initially plan- 
ned.' Becuase that's what it was.” 

On Thursday, Mr. Bush called 
Gen. Schwarzkopf and told him 
“this is much ado about nothing.” 
according to deputy presidential 
press secretary Roman Popadiuk. 

The spokesman said “Mr. Bush 
assured the general that “they're 
on the same- wavelength and that 
this is one of those little irritants 
that... shouldn't, you know, be- 
come any big thing.” 

Mr. Popadiuk had refused to 
say what Gen. Schwarzkopf told 
Mr. Bush. 


Low turnout for Good 
Friday in Jerusalem 


9 held, shops, cars ablaze 
in Paris suburb unrest 


Ahtisaari: Mines, bombs 
pose grave danger in Gulf 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The problem of mines, bombs, 
missiles and grenades strewn 
across Kuwait is “extremely 
grave,” according to a U.N. offi- 
cial. who added that floating Irani 
mines might drift across the Gulf 
to other nations. 

Under-secretary-General 
Martti Ahtisaari said Thursday 
that Kuwaitis could be killed and 
maimed for years by unexploded 
ordnance. He asked the United 
Nations and individual nations to 
begin an urgent programme to 
help clear the explosives. 

Mr. Ahtisaari told the Security 
Council of his view that Iraq tried 
to erase Kuwait's national identi- 
ty following the invasion and 
occupation of the emirate on 
Aug. 2. but that Kuwait has 
begun a strong recovery in just a 
month. 

In reporting on his visit to 
Kuwait this week, his assessment 
of Kuwait's condition was far 
more optimistic than his report 
last week on Iraq. He said "near 
apocalyptic" allied air raids had 
reduced Iraq to a “pre-industrial" 
economy. 

The under-secretary-general 
noted that in Kuwait, however, 
“both urban and outlying areas 
are reported to have a plethora of 
live bombs, rockets, grenades 
and other unexploded devices. 
The authorities also stated that 
explosive booby traps had been 
scattered.” 

He said ‘’many thousands" of 
non-metallic mines were sowed 


on and around beaches, and on 
the Kuwaiti border with Saudi 
Arabia. Plastic mines are more 
difficult to detea. 

These mines are reported to be 
able to float, so “the future loca- 
tion of at least some may be 
anticipated to depend on tide 
ands currents, and to present a 
threat to the coasts of other Gulf 
states," he found. 

Some stretches of the Saudi- 
Kuwaiti border are so heavily 
mined that they may need to be 
permanently fenced off. 

Mr. Ahtisaari said that without 
an immediate clearance program- 
me, “acute danger could remain 
for years to come. In my opinion, 
this may be one of the most 
urgent humanitarian needs, as 
summer begins and the popula- 
tion, adults and children, begins 
to return to their country from 
exile." 

At least two-thirds of Kuwait’s 
pre-invasion population of about 
1.7 million fleet the country, be 
said. 

Mr. Ahtisaari said he found the 
Kuwaitis “have fresh memory of 
a brutal occupation and the sack- 
ing and pillaging of their homes, 
their resources and their environ- 
ment.” 

'T and my mission saw for 
ourselves prolific evidence of 
arson, looting, malicious destruc- 
tion of homes, businesses, mar- 
kets, museums, libraries, and all 
that a nation holds dear,” he 
added. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Arab Christians and a 
scattering of pilgrims from the 
west paraded with crosses along 
Jerusalem’s Via Dolorosa on Fri- 
day to commemorate Christ's 
brutal march to crucifixion. 

The turnout was the lowest in 
years, with foreigners stiU hesi- 
tant to visit the Holy Land follow- 
ing months of tension and conflict 
in the Gulf. 

At times, there were more pa- 
ramilitary policemen at the 14 
stations marking Christ’s route to 
Calvary than there were worship- 
ers. 

The Palestinians from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
were banned from the area, so 
many Arabs were unable to par- 
ticipate here either in good Fri- 
day rites or prayers marking the 
second Friday of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Heavily armed policemen 
checked identity cards at the 
gates to the old, wailed city, and 
turned scores of young Palesti- 
nian men from Arab Jerusalem 
away. 

The army also imposed a cur- 
few on all the Gaza Strip and 
several major towns in the West 
Bank to tighten security in adv- 
ance of the eight-day Jewish pas- 
sover holiday that begins Friday 
night. 

StiU, the tradition of marking 
Good Friday with processions, 
chants and prayers continued. 

John Moore, a visiting 
businessman from Glen Bumie, 
Maryland, joined a group of IS 
black-robed Arab priests as they 
made their way along the narrow, 
stone street marking the “Way of 
Sorrow." 

“The connection to the ancient 
is so strong here,” Mr. Moore 
said. “You feel you have to whis- 
per because it is such a holy 
place.” 

Although there is no lasting 
peace yet in the region, "Easter 
gets celebrated in spite of every- 
thing," he said. 


A group of 24 visiting Norwe- 
gians, several of whom carried 
signs reading “Pray for peace for 
Jerusalem," fell in behind the 
large wooden cross of the Roman 
Catholic Franciscan brothers. 

Oddvar Berge of GrimstacL, 
Norway, said it was the eighth 
time he had travelled to Jeru- 
salem for Easter. 

“It's the best place in the world 
to celebrate.” Mr. Berge said. 

He said his group did not worry 
about securiry despite a series of 
stabbing attacks in Jerusalem and 
other cities. “We put ourselves in 
the hands of the Lord," he said. 

The Good Friday processions 
thread westward along the Via 
Dolorosa through the Old City to 
end at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, where tradition holds 
Christ was crucified and buried. 

Friday’s observance involved 
churches of the Latin rite. Ortho- 
dox Christians will hold similar 
processions next week. 

Jerusalem shopkeepers be- 
moaned the lack of tourists. 

Tourism, already hard-hit by 
the 40-month Palestinian uprising 
against Israeli occupation, still 
hasn't recovered from even deep- 
er cuts made by the Gulf war. 

Israel's tourism minister esti- 
mate that just 35,000 foreign visi- 
tors arrived this month, a modest 
improvement from the 16,200 in 
February but down sharply from 
the 148,000 visitors last year. 

Nasser Basti, who runs a cafe 
along the Via Dolorosa, was serv- 
ing coffee and fresh-squeezed 
orange juice mainly to policemen 
and journalists. 

“It’s bad for business, bad for 
the hotels, bad for everything," 
he complained. “I just don’t see 
anything to make me hopeful." 

Mr. Basti said he thought U.S. 
President George Bush has an 
opportunity following his success 
in the Gulf war to try to bring 
peace to the region. “Maybe, just 
maybe, he will push for it." Mr. 
Basti said. 


Banks bombed, bus torched, 
Kurds claim responsibility 


ISTANBUL (AP) — For the 
third day in a row. bombs ex- 
ploded in a major Turkish city, 
causing damage, reports said Fri- 
day. An underground Kurdish 
group claimed responsibility. 

Three Istanbul bank branches 
were bombed and a passenger 
bus was set ablaze late Thursday, 
according to the reports from 
Turkish news agencies and news- 
papers. 

Police said two suspects were 
arrested and two others wounded 
when they were run over by a 
police car during a chase after an 
attack on one of the banks. 

All three banks sustained dam- 
age from fire, the reports said. 
The attacks occurred in different 
parts of the city and it was not 
determined whether they were 
linked. 

Anonymous callers to news- 
pa piers claimed responsibility for 


the bombings in name of the 
outlawed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). according to the reports. 

Ethnic Kurds, who make up 
about one-fifth of this country's 
population of 57 million, have 
been fighting government forces 
since 1981 to set up an indepen- 
dent Marxist Kurdistan in south- 
eastern Turkey where the borders 
of Iran. Iraq and Syria converge. 

About 3.000 people, including 
civilians, security forces and in- 
surgents, have died in dashes 
linked to the Kurdish, independ- 
ence bid. 

Also Thursday night, five peo- 
ple poured gasoline on an empty 
dty bus and* set it on fire, the 
reports said. No one was reported 
injured. The bus was heavily 
damaged. 

The assailants escaped and 
there was no claim of responsibil- 
ity. 
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SARTROUVILLE, France (R) 
— At least nine people were 
arrested and shops and cars tor- 
ched when gangs of youths 
clashed with police in this Paris 
suburb early Friday in new dis- 
turbances ignited by Tuesday’s 
killing of a young Arab. 

“What we’ve had throughout 
(Thursday) was a small ‘intifa- 
da’,” said outraged SaitrcuviDe 
Mayor Laurent Wetzel, compar- 
ing this situation to the uprising- 

Mr. Wetzel, a conservative, 
had to be escorted to safety by 
police after being confronted by 
youths who hurled insults at him 
when he visited the wreckage- 
strewn battleground where most- 
ly Arab youths bad thrown petrol 
bombs at riot police who re- 
sponded with rounds of teargas. 

At least two large shops were 
completely gutted by fire while 
blazes at other shops and official 
buildings were put out before 
they could cause serious damage. 

The youths, including some 


who arrived from other suburbs on 
motorcycles, were protesting for 
the third successive day about 
Tuesday’s shooting of an Arab 
teenager during an argument with 
local supermarket guards. 

The two guards, a Tunisian and 
an Algerian, were charged’ on 
Thursday with manslaughter and 
complicity in manslaughter after 
the death of 18-year-old Djamal 
Chitou. a French national of 
Arab origin. 

Mr. Wetzel blamed France's 
Socialist government for alleged- 
ly ordering police not to inter- 
vene in the riot until the situation 
was completely out of control. 

Estimates of the number of 
those who took part in the dis- 
turbances ran from several dozen 
to up to 300 youths, mostly 
French-born children of immig- 
rant North African workers. 

In Tuesday's disturbances, five 
. policemen were injured and there 
was also widespread damage to 
shops and cars. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Ozal pelted with eggs in New York 

NEW YORK (R) — Turkish President Turgut Ozal was pelted with 
eggs in New YoTk Thursday night while demonstrators chanted 
slogans about Cyprus, police said. Six people were arrested during 
the demonstration by about 300 people outside the Peninsula Hotel 
where the president was staying while in New York, a police 
spokeswoman said. Ozal was protected from the barrage of eggs by 
security people who surrounded him as he got out of his limousine 
in front of the hotel at about six p.m.. It was not immediately 
known if any of the eggs hit him, the spokeswoman said. The 
demonstrators shouted chants urging Turkey to get out of Cyprus, 
according to the spokeswoman, police Sergeant Tina Mohmann. 

Journalists call for release of reporters 

DAMASCUS (R) — Arab news agencies have launched a 
campaign for the release of American and British reporters held 
hostage in Lebanon. The International Committee for the Defence 
of Journalists, set by Arab news agencies in London last week, 
published an appeal for the release of American Terry Anderson, 
chief Middle East correspondent for the Associated Press, and John 
McCarthy, a British journalist for Worldwide Television News. The 
committee said in a statement obtained by Reuters in Damascus 
Thursday the detention of the reporters “contradicted human and 
divine values” and impeded the flow of Arab and Islamic news to 
the world. Mr. Anderson, 43, is the longest-held Western hostage 
in Lebanon. He was kidnapped by the pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad 
group in Beirut on March 16, 1985. Mr. McCarthy. 34, was seized 
by a group calling itself the Revolutionary Commando Cells on 
April 17, 1986. 

Italian foreign minister leaves Tehran 

NICOSIA (R) — Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de Michelis left 
Tehran Friday describing his talks with Iranian officials as “very 
successful", Tehran Radio reported. Mr. de. Michelis, who will be 
sightseeing in the historical cities of Shiraz- and Isfahan before 
leaving Iran Saturday, said the two countries' joint economic 
commission would meet in Tehran in September, the radio said. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, who saw off Mr. de 
Michelis, said Iran and Italy had common views on many regional 
and international issues. 


To all Embassies 
and Journalists 


RENT A CAR 


DALLAH RENT A CAR OFFICE 

Invites yon to hire a car to any place in 

Baghdad - Iraq 

with or without a driver at competitive prices, 

— Mercedes 

— Double Cabin Pick Up 

— G.M.C 

— Mini Bus 

— 4X4 

Also, Dallah Group offers special rates ot deliver i 
personal effects to Baghdad. 

50% discount daily for the journalists hire a car 
in Jordan j 

For more information, please call tel. No. 827082, 827736 , 815071 j 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 

64:05 Fdjr 

i If 2? iSunri>ciDuhj 

11:40 Dhuhr 

15:11 ‘Av 

17:57 Maghreb 

W-.15 ‘liha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mar* of Nazareth Church Sweifich. 

Tel. Slrt'Ju 

Assemblies of God Church. Tct 
W27K5. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 62*5*0. 
Church of Uw Annunciation Tel. 
*074411. 

Dt la SoHc Church Tel. hhl757 
Tnmsants Church Tel: f»2236h 
Church of the Anuuucialiou Tct, 
623541. 

Auctions Church Tel. 6253K5, Tel. 


62SS45. 

Arm man Catholic Church Tel. 
771331 * 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman IntcrtutiMi*) Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evaugcfcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
XI 1295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Sain is Tel. M5K17. 654932 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department ol 
Mctcarokgy. 

Tempera lures will he above the 
annual tvtrgp: lor this time of the year 
and wimL will be light and variable. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


Minima*, temp. 

Amman 13 t 26 

Aqaba 19.35 

Dcscru 12 • 27 

Jordon Valley 17 J 31 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 35. Humidity readings: 
Amman 56 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Manna’ 741444 

Dr. &T«cd Abu HaUib M9RI*r 

Dr. Khalid Mu'addi 743500 

Dr. Saleh Zaycd 790677 

Frat pharmacy 661012 


Fcrdows pharmacy 771036 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy' 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

1RBQ): 

Dr. Lawrence Bader (— ) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy (2758251 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Nasha’t Amman ( — ) 

Khalifcb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Ftood Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue...- 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highwav Police 84 3402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605801 

Pncc Complaints 661)76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs -...661101 
Jordan Television 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia InU. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: - 

Hussein Medical Grain: 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J.Amn.... 643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisam 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227,9 


The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al Ahli. Abdali *64164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn 777I0W3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 7751 j \r%, 

Army. Marta 89161 1/15 

Ouccn Aha Hospital 602240/40 

*%$;*** 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ion Sina Hospital (09)986732 

KBUte 

Princess Basra Hospital .. (D2J27S555 
Greet Catholic Hospital 102)272275 

Ibn Al NaTccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314) n 

MARKET prices 

Uppcrflowcr price in fils per kc 

>200 / iow 

Banana (Mufcamraar) 450 / 


1000/800 

- 120/ SO 

200/ 150 

Canlrflowcr 180/140 

Cucumbers (large) 250/150 

coemnbera (small) 400/ 350 

85® 600 / 500 

J JTa P cf ™'l 2401 TOO 

270/220 

Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

Mamw (large) 200/ 150 

™T p ° | w (small) 450 / 350 

Onwn (green) 180/120 

225/h";' 350 / 240 

Pepper (sweet 300/250 

280 / 220 

400 / 300 

SjjL' 120/ 80 

lamatdcs •nnrTtn 
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Ministers assess extent 
of damages in south 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
is expected Saturday to receive a 
detailed report about the dam- 
ages caused to public and private 
property, in southern Jordan, by 
the recent rain that brought about 
widespread devastation. 

The Cabinet has entrusted 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Raouf AI Rawab- 
deh to make a tour of the affected 
regions in the south and ro submit 
a report about the extent of dam- 
ages. assistance needed by the 
local inhabitants, and estimates 
about the cost of repair. 

Mr. Rawabdeb conducted the 
■field tour Thursday and Wednes- 
day in the company of Minister of 
Agriculture Mohammad Alaw- 
neh and other officials, and was 
briefed on the situation by the 
local governors of Karak. Tafileh 
and Maan. 

Following the tour, the minis- 
ter told the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, that damages in the Tafileh 
Govemorate were estimated at 
JD 300,000 and in Maan at JD 
250,000, but he did not make any 
estimates of the worst hit regions 
of Karak and Shobak. 

Mr. Rawabdeh said that at 
least JD 60,000 will be needed to 
cover the cost of repair work 
which has already started in diffe- 
rent regions. The government is 
expected to make allocations for 
all the costs. 

According to the minister, 
work on repairing the roads could 
take up to three weeks to be 
'completed, while repair of the 
bridges could take up to three 
months. 

At least eight people were re- 


ported killed and scores of others 
were injured m the rain and 
storm that caused widespread 
floods, landslides and severe 
damage to the bridges, crops, 
retaining walls and other proper- 
ty, and caused the death of 
thousands of heads of sheep. 

The floods inundated homes, 
warehouses, and government de- 
partments and caused disruption 
of road, telephone, and other 
services. 

Minister of Agricuiutre 
Mohammad Alawneh was quoted 
as saying that the storm that hit 
Karak caused a catastrophe to the 
region. “The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture has already started to help 
the local communities overcome 
the consequences of the storm in 
cooperation with the ministries of 
public works and water and irri- 
gaton," Alawneh said. 

He said that the Ministry of 


Agriculture would be ready to 
supply the local inhabitants and 
farmers with all types of olive and 
fruit trees, free of charge, so that 
they can resume their work. 

Several Parliament deputies 
from the southern constituencies, 
acc om panying the two ministers on • 
their two-day tour of the south, 
.urged the government to offer the 
local fanners compensation for 
their losses. 

Yousef Mubaydin said that the 
local farmers had lost all their 
fruit trees, while Matir Al Bus- 
tan ji said that unless the govern- 
ment moved fast, the local 
population would suffer a great 
deal. 

Nine emergency committees 
have been reported at work 
already, coordinating and super- 
vising the various types of activi- 
ties required to restore normal 
life to the southern region. 



Minister of Public Works and Housing Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdeh 
Thursday toured the southern parts of Jordan to assess the extent of 
damage inflicted by the rain (photo bv Yousef Ai ‘Allan) 



REGENT ATTENDS FRIDAY PRAYERS: His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, (be Regent, attended Friday prayers at 
Omar Ibn Al Khattab Mosque in Zarqa »nH listened to the Friday 
sermon which focussed on the advantages and wisdom of Casting. 
The sermon stressed the importance of cohesion and unity of 
Muslims all over (be world and called for brin g i n g up responsible 
Muslim generations. Also attending the prayers were Their Royal 
Highnesses Princes Abdullah and Faisal, Prince Talal Ibn Moham- 
mad, Prince Hashed Ibn Al Hassan and Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid. 


Development fund allocates 
JD 400,000 for projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
velopment and Recruitment 
Fund's Board of Directors has 
initially allocated JD 40Q.U(tn for 
small projects, costing no more 
than JD 2.000 each, according to 
the fund's Director Abdul lliah 
Abu Ayvash. 

He said that the allocations 
would be given to the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS). Oueen Alia Jordan So- 
cial Welfare Fund (OAF). Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
and Save the Children Federa- 
tion. which will give direct loans 
to individuals wishing to set 
small-size projects. 

It is expected that such alloca- 
tions will provide 200 job oppor- 


tunities for the poor. Abu Ayvash 
said. 

The fund has also approved the 
allocation of JD 15U.OOO for OAF 
to enable it to establish five cen- 
tres for raising livestock in Maan. 
Karak. Tafileh. Mafraq and Am- 
man govemorates. 

A total of 1.100 families are 
expected to benefit from this 
project, according to Abu 
Ayvash. 

The fund also approved the 
allocation of 1 D 45.000 to GUVS, 
for spending on the construction 
of booths, aimed at providing 
job-opportunities for some 50 dis- 
abled people and ensuring a 
monthly income of no less than 
JD 70 for each of them. 


Children in the aftermath of the Gulf war: 
Unanswered questions, disappointment over result 


By Nnr Sari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While adults them- 
selves were trying to absorb the 
magnitude of developments in 
the Gulf war. children were left 
to deal with the sight of depress- 
ion around them without know- 
ing the truth behind the scenes. 

Children were Fed- -the same' 
dreams arid expectations the paw 
rents had, bat when the war took 
an abrupt turn against Iraq the 
parents were left with no logical 
explanation to deliver to their 
children. 

Al Dustour (Arabic daily) col- 
umnist Dr. Abdullah Kharib 
pointed out “We told the (chil- 
dren) we would get back our 
usurped land. We told them God 
was on our side and on the side of 
justice. We told them we would 
win and that those who stood 
against us* were the unbelievers 
and that God toould not stand by 
them. And we promised them the 
war would result in victory with- 


Gulf crisis 
affects woollen 
cloth factory 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Worsted Mills Company 
(JWMC) was badly affected by 
the Gulf crisis in the past year and 
its sales dropped to 15 per cent of 
the total production, down from 
50 per cent according to Samir 
Alamai, the company’s assistant 
managing director. 

“Last year, the company sold 
JD 6 million worth of its produc- 
tion to the local markets and 
abroad, down from JD 8.6 mil- 
lion in previous years, but the 
company hopes that this year its 
sales will top the JD 9 million 
mark,” Mr. Alamat said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Friday. 

Alamat said that before the 
Gulf crisis the company used to 
sell its woollen cloth to Iraq, 
Yemen. Egypt and Lebanon, but 
in the aftermath of the crisis the 
sales dropped, especially those 
that used to go to Iraq that served 
as the largest market for the 
company’s products. 

The JWMC was established in 
1964 with an initial capital of JD 
1.35 million, but the company's 
assets are now estimated at JD 13 
million, Mr. Alamat said. 

“Due to the loss of the Iraqi 
markets, the company is now 
turning its attention to new mar- 
kets abroad and there are good 
chances for more sales during this 
year,” Mr. Alamat added. 

“The JWMC helps to meet 
most of the Jordanian market’s 
needs of cloth, in different types 
and shapes, and at the same time 
saves the country bard currency 
that would have been spent on 
the purchase of woollen cloth 
from other countries,” Mr. Ala- 
mat said. 

He added that the company, 
which now employs 150 workers 
and engineers, plans to set up a 
dressmaking shop to meet the 
needs of the local markets. 


out giving them a single possibil- 
ity that it may turn our to be 
otherwise.” 

Most people seem to be talking 
less about the Gulf war and crisis. 
But children's curiosity is less 
contained. Amongst themselves 
they ask: why did we not win? 
Why their parents do not answer 
their questions. 

"• “What, can I tell my children 
:*r when they believed us when we 
h tpld them we would win and we 
would be able to go to Pales- 
tine?” asked a distraught mother 
of two. 

At a certain school, although 
they were not allowed to talk 
about the war during that time, 
now the students ask a lot of 
questions to their teachers. Yas- 
min, a girl of 11, says: “We ask 
many questions but the teacher 
does not answer us- She moves to 
other subjects. Why all this secre- 
cy all of a sudden?” 

“It is not so easy to break the 
news to them," says a history tea- 
cher for 13 and 14 year olds. “They 
are delicate at this age,” she. 
adds. The teacher, who preferred 
anonymity, said she was going 
through a dilemma in class. 
“While i am teaching Middle 
East history and trying not to talk 
about Iraq, the children ask me 
lots of questions." She said her 
difficulty was in what to tell them. 
**I do not know what their parents 
have told them. At the same 
time. I feel, as a history teacher f 
should tell them the facts. Be- 
cause of that, I end up not telling 
them anything.” 

Some chRdren were lucky in 


that their parents told them there 
was a possibility of losing the war. 
But these children too are con- 
fused by others saying: “My pa- 
rents told me that Iraq did not 
lose the war." 

This conversation in a school 
playground soon developed into a 
row between the two children. 
The conclusion children reached 
was: “Say what. you want, my 
parents do nor lie.' 4 

“We are indebted to our chil- 
dren in Jordan to give them a 
convincing explanation of what 
happened because their confu- 
sion has gone beyond any de- 
scription. They need a true, hon- 
est knowledge.” Dr. Khatib 
wrote in his Al Dustour article a 
fortnight ago. 

B. A. psychologist Lina 
Muasher, who has hqd experi- 
ence with children, says: “Many 
children are feeling that the trust 
they had for their parents is now 
much less.” The father image is 
not as “holy” now because “some 
children may feel that their pa- 
rents have lied to them,” Miss 
Muasher told the Jordan Times. 

“When they (children) see Ira- 
qis and other Arabs fighting each 
other, for them the key question 
is: ‘Are Arabs good or bad.' " 
Miss Muasher maintains as 
another proof of confusion 3mong 
children. 

Many children related the Gulf 
war to an Atari game. They 
began playing Atari during the 
war and put themselves in Iraq's 
place, as a hero. “When the 
children were told the result of 
the war did not turn out as as it 
was expected, many children lost 


confidence and >elf-esicem be- 
cause heroes are supposed to 
win.” according to Miss Muasher. 

One five-year-old boy summed 
up his idea about the situation: 
“Iraq equals good. America 
equals bad.” 

People attribute positive events 
to themselves and negative events 
to the environment. In other 
words, .even though Irarq did not 
win, it is because there are bad 
- people around, children say. 
“This might affect the child's 
future and the way they relate to 
foreigners. They might want to 
seek revenge. But this is where 
the parents should step in,” Miss 
Muasher said. 

Children of 16 years old and 
over face a different problem. 
Though they realise what has 
happened, and hold more strong- 
ly to their Jordanian and Arab 
identity, they fear having to ex- 
plain and justify themselves if 
they go to university in the Un- 
ited States. “I worry about having 
to explain and clarify the situa- 
•tion.” Khaled. a 17 year old. said. 

The immediate consequences 
are that children will lose self- 
esteem, confidence and identity. 
Miss Muasher affirmed. In some 
extreme cases children are ex- 
periencing abnormal sleep and 
lack of concentration in class 
because “when all hope is gone 
depression sets in,” she added. 
“But in the longer term, especial- 
ly with the teenagers now, they 
will, in the future, build a stron- 
ger sense of identity, nationalism 
and they will become more set to 
achieve peace through give and 
take.” 


relief 

aid 

flown 
into Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thursday 
morning an fliouchine 76 carrier 
chattered by Medecins sans fron- 
tieres has landed at Habanya 
airport, at a distance of about 40 
kilometres from the Iraqi capital. 

It carries 2S tonnes of medi- 
cine, medical and surgical mate- 
rial as well as powdered milk and 
high energy biscuits, all being 
financed by the European Com- 
munity (EC). 

This material will be trucked to 
the govemorate of Al Ramadi, 
where the team of Medecins sans 
frontieres, on the site now. has 
assessed important needs. 

According to the team, the 
paralysis of the hospitals and 
health centres at AI Ramadi. due 
to the lack of energy, medicine 
and material, looks like the one 
already seen AI Fallujah, where a 
convoy from Jordan was able to 
bring supplies for the medical 
structures. 

Medecins san frontieres con- 
tinue their evaluation of the 
health situation in the country. 


Jordanian trucks may go to Gulf through Saudi Arabia; 
PTC to be delivered 50 buses from South Korea 

Transport sector 
to boost operations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The comine 
few months will witness a revival 
of operations by the Jordanian 
land transport sector as Jordanian 
trucks would be allowed to pass 
through Saudi Arabian territory 
on their way to other Gulf states 
with goods in either direction, 
according to Minister of Trans- 
port and Telecommunications 
Jama! Al Sararairch. 

Contacts are under way with 
the Saudi government .md other 
Gulf states to allow Jordanian 
trucks to operate again, said the 
minister in an exclusive interview 
with Al Ra'i Arabic Jjilv. 

Mr. Suruirch said the Jorda- 
nian public sector, like al! other 
sectors, was severely hit by the 
Gulf crisis, and many of the 
trucks were lying idle. Bui. he 
said, this sector is bound to wit- 
ness a revival because most of the 
medicine and relief supplies from 
.international Nourcowtil be going 
to Iraq via Aqaba 

During the Gulf crisis. Saudi 
Arabia banned Jordanian r rucks 
from entering Saudi territory . cut 
off oil supplies to the Kingdom 
anJ reduced the number of 
Jordanian embassy staff in 
Riyadh and Jeddah 

Most of the agricultural pro- 


ducts going to the Gulf had been 
transported through Saudi Ara- 
bian territory : and the ban dealt a 
severe blow to the transport as 
well as the agricultural sector. 

Referring to public transport, 
the minister said that Public 
Transport Corporation (PTC), 
which has VC huso, will soon 

take delivery of 5U new buses 
from South Korea, each with a 
capacity' of 25 seats The new 
buses are bound to K*osi PTC's 
operations, the mints ter soul 

The public transport buses, he 
vud. are needed to otfcf the 
Jordanians cheap public transport 
and serve js a substitute tor 
private ears. 

According to the minister, the 
government's fuel conservation 
measures which last month in- 
;:uded private cars running on 
alternate 4ays dnh , saved the 
country up to ID is.oiki on a 
dailv basts. 

Mr. Suruireh sjtd that the PTC 
had no intention to expand its 
operations beyond the Cu eater 
Amman Region for the present 
time. He said that new busv* 
would help boost the operations 
within the Amman boundary 
and allow the PTC to reach re- 



Jamal Al Sarairrh 

mote regions >'t rite capital 

With feg.ti J to the telephone 
service, he said, new telephones 
w.mld be purchased and new 
electronic exchanges, bou-.-h: 
from Japan. vxouM be installed 
soon in (lie Maan i ioverttoraic 

Die mi n isle i expressed hope 
that a plan lor reorganisin'.' the 
work ot the Mints!: y nl Transport 
and Telecom cminie.it ions would 
he soon implemented with a view 
to itnptovine. the qu.iiitx ot ser- 
vices to the public I he plan, he 
soul, covet the Tel ecoim minis. i- 
tioris Coipor.t(to!i. the posta! ser- 
vices and the Muiisfrv o! 1 rails- 
port and us various braitvhcs 


Indonesia 

sends 

humanitarian 
aid to 
ICRC 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment of Indonesia sent its nation- 
al aircraft. Pelita Air Service 
Boeing 707. bringing 150 cubic 
metres of humanitarian aid for 
the people suffering from the 
Gulf war. The plane arrived at 
Oueen Alia International Airport 
on Thursday. March 28. 1991. 

At the airport, the secretary 
general of the Indonesian Nation- 
al Red Cross. Mr. Sutikno. who 
led the Indonesian team, handed 
over the items symbolically to 
Mt. WemeT Kaspar. head of the 
ICRC delegation in Amman, dur- 
ing which the ambassador of In- 
donesia, Dr. Sumaiyo Suryoku- 
sumo. and his staff were present. 

The aid includes medicine, 
food, blankets, electric gener- 
ators. and water filters, donated 
by the government and the peo- 
ple of Indonesia to the suffering 
people adversely ’affected by the 
recent Gulf war. 

The ICRC in Amman will 
make further arrangements for 
their distributions in Baghdad. 


Arab Youth Forum 
to aid affected south 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Youth Forum (AYFl. which 
started a three-day meeting here 
on Thursday, has ’decided "to ex- 
tend assistance to the inhabitants 
of the southern regions of the 
Kingdom to overcome the effects 
of the recent rainstorm which 
caused wide-spread damage to 
roads, water and electricity net- 
works and crops. 

The announcement was made 
by AYF’s Secretary General 
Abdullah Kanaan in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. Friday. 

“The AYF will dispatch teams 
of youth to the governorates of 
Karak, Maan and Tafileh in the 
coming days to do voluntary work 
in any sector that might need it, 
especially to help the affected 
families and farmers." Mr. Ka- 
naan said in his announcement. 

Mr. Kanaan said that the AYF 
would open a special account 
with the local commercial banks 
to raise donations from various 
Jordanian organisations and indi- 
viduals to finance the cost of 
reconstruction in the south in 
cooperation with the Jordanian 
Hashemite Charitable Society. 

Youth delegates from 1 1 Arab 
countries, including Jordan, are 
raking part in the three-day meet- 
ings which opened at the Palace 
of Culture. Tbev are to review 


working papers dealing with the 
Arab youth s participation in re- 
solving problems in the Arab 
World and offering help to the 
needy. 

AYF President Mansour 
Murad addressed ‘.he opening 
session saying that the AYF* 
services “arc 'now needed more 
than at any time in the past in 
view of the Gulf crisis and in the 
course of confronting the U.S.- 
led colonial aggression on the 
Arab World." 

Die delegates, who represent 
Jordan, Morocco. .Algeria. Tuni- 
sia, Sudan. Egypt. Libya. Leba- 
non. Syria. Iraq and Yemen, later 
visited Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat for an exchange of 
views on the situation in the' Arab 
World and the role of youth. 

“The enemies of the Arab Na- 
tions are bent on dismembering 
the Arab World and keeping the 
Arabs in disarray and unable to 
resist colonial rule.* Mr. Arabiyat 
told the meeting. 

Mr. Arabiyat described the so- 
called new world order js a 
means to rake the Arab World 
back to the prc-historic ages. He 
stressed the need for promoting 
the cause of true democracy 
which, he said, would ultimately 
lead to Arab unitv. 


Belgium grants Jordan $6.5m loan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Belgium is to 
grant Jordan S6.5 million loan, 
to help the country overcome 
pan of the economic hardship 
caused by the Gulf crisis, in 
accordance with an agreement 
signed by the two sides Thursday. 

The loan, given on easy terms, 
would be used to finance imports 
from Belgium, according to the 


Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

The agency said that the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ ) would 
make arrangements with the Bel- 
gian Central Bank for (he loan. 

Jordan's economy lost SI -5 bil- 
lion in 1990. mainly because it 
adhered to the U.N. trade embar- 
go on fraq. the Kingdom's main 
trading partner. 


Several western countries and 
Japan have given Jordan more 
than $900 million in aid to ease 
hardships caused by the Gulf 
crisis. 

On Wednesday . Austria 
granted Jordan $9 million in aid 
to help it cope with the economic 
situation in the aftermath ot the 
Gulf war. 



MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 



f £ Rents- Sale . 

Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent and] 
sals - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 

available for sale. 

[For further details, please 

call 

fAbdonn Real 
Estate 

[Tel. 910605, 610609, - 
fax: 810520, 


WIEN* jr\ 

-The Rozena Re&urant; 

Is open during Ramadan for the 
r\ > „ , Ramadan Iftar 
’£ its normal dinner service 1 

* 3 # * 33 i 82 K J > M 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


QD 


A“ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Scrvicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger> 

• JUMBO photo 

sbtm 30% largmr 

* From mnlmrgo- 
mont 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisaai - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




Amman's 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

■ I — — ■■ " - - — ii 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 
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YOUR ONLY WAY 
[For Your First Class Cargoj 
Our Fast Class Sen/ice 

JLHeaLaoati&lr Cargo Specialists 

Can Now : 819560 - B 19690 
Fax : 9626-819683 
TU . 22100 ZWA JO 

OR 

. Write To. P.O.Box 12 
\ AMMAN - JORDAN / 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Ww»li ai a WI> 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

Tel.t3*96$ 


T^EVC.1 NC '• k>5£TACP,. 


AUTHENTIC/ 
CHINESE i ' 
CUISINE 
elegant __ 

colorful atmosphere 

rcioflcrjic prices 
»riemisanreie| :bH)2SU 
< clovn) on mondn-* j 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 



1 ] a ft 


.% 

/*/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Takeaway service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


U-tfb o*-— 

77ie Rripncy Palace Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IMJNITEL 

i|JUf|l|ls 


Amman - Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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Arrogance that flows 


ISRAEL, more than any other state in the region, has come 
out of the Gulf war the most arrogant. Its contention, sadly 
parotted by some Western officials, is that the war has 
shown determination in Arab minds and especially Palesti- 
nians' to destroy the Jewish state. Therefore, while the U.S. 
Arab allies are urged to start confidence-building moves 
towards Israel, the Jewish state takes all the measures it 
finds suitable to suppress the Palestinian people and their 
legitimate aspirations and rights. Shouldn’t Israel as well be 
asked to show willingness for peace? And what causes the 
tost confidence between Arabs and Israelis except Israel's 
brutal treatment of the Palestinians and the usurpation of 
their lands? 

The deportation of Palestinians, the demolition of their 
homes, the closure of their educational Institutions and the 
internment of their children and the Likud’s policy of shoot 
to kill are measures of confidence- wrecking that will not 
only threaten whatever peace process is in progress. These 
policies will also contribute to more hatred, radicalism and 
fanaticism on both sides of the divide. In addition, they are 
likely to endanger whatever relations that developed be- 
tween the U.S. and its Arab allies. Any hope that the U.S. 
had for convincing Arab extremists of the possibility of 
peaceful coexistence with the Jewish state will evaporate in 
thin air when Israel’s brutal measures begin to have their 
effects on the West Bank and Gaza Pales tinians ,, 

While the U.S. could keep its coalition at the time of war, 
it is very doubtful that it will keep it now, applying still 
double standards to similar causes. The Arabs have always 
looked at the expulsion of Palestinian grassroot leaders as a 
prelude to the transfer of the Palestinians from their land. 
The inclusion in Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's cabinet of 
a minister who advocates transfer was an ominous sign of 
the ill-intentions of the Israeli leadership. The move, which 
came at the height of the Gulf crisis, coukl not have escaped 
the minds of Arab leaders and the Arab masses. 

Furthermore, the expulsion of Palestinian local leaders is 
a fragrant violation of the U.N. charter, the Geneva 
conventions and numerous Security Council resolutions on 
the issue. While more Security Council resolutions are being 
imposed on Iraq, the U.S., now the self-appointed leader of 
the council and the architect-to-be of the new world order, is 
expected to apply the same standards when dealing with the 
conflicts of the Middle East. Continued Israeli violation of 
Palestinian human and political rights will only bring more 
fanaticism and this is the lesson that the U.S. ought to learn 
from its own experiences in this part of the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A visit to Paris by His Majesty King Hussein, and a visit to 
Amman by the speaker of the French national assembly present 
an important chance for corroborating France's understanding of 
Jordan's position vis-a-vis the recent events in the Middle East 
and the Gulf region, said AJ Ra'i Arabic daily, Jordan which has 
an important role to play in the peace-making process, believes 
that Paris should be a key factor in giving impetus to this process, 
benefiting from the present opportune regional and international 
political climates, as was explained by the King to the visiting 
French parliamentarian, the daily continued. What the Arabs ask 
France to do is to deal with the international legitimacy in an 
equitable and fair manner, and through the same criteria for the 
sake of implementing U.N. Security Council resolutions concerning the 
Palestine problem and the Arab-Israeli conflict, the paper pointed 
out. What is needed now, the paper added, is for France to 
display determination and will, similar to those manifested during 
the Gulf crisis. Israel no doubt believes that France will not have 
that determination and that the world community will do nothing 
to stop atrocities like the deportation of Palestinian citizens from 
their homeland, said the paper. Israel, and in defiance of the 
United Nations last December's condemnation of similar deporta- 
tions. has just deported four Palestinians, and has displayed total 
disregard to France's regret and Washington's dismay, the paper 
argued. It said should Paris take a serious position to deter such 
Israeli actions, the Israelis would no doubt re-examine their 
present oppressive policies against the Palestinian population. 


A columnist in Al Dustour Arabic daily directs public attention to 
the excessive cost of higher education in Jordan and calls for 
offering the poor as well as the rich equal opportunities for higher 
learning. Issa Shuaibi supports the emergency in Jordan of 
institutions of higher education like community colleges and 
private universities serving side by side with the government — 
controlled institutions, but he notes that private colleges and 
universities are being set up at a very high cost which subsequent- 
ly requires charging the students high fees which only the rich and 
the wealthy can afford. The writer says that the private 
universities are being established on expensive plots of land and 
are being supplied by very expensive facilities and equipment, 
making the operational cost quite expensive and consequently 
requiring higher fees from the students, unlike the situation in 
other Third World countries where universities operate in simple 
and modest buildings and even barracks, offering the chance to all 
types of students to aquire higher education at very reasonable 
price. It could be argued that building operations and the 
pruchase of land are bound to stimulate the economic sector in 
the country, and this is by far true, says Shaibi. But he notes that 
by bridling expensive universities, the country is opening the door 
only to wealthy students and closing it to the children of the 
limited-income groups. He suggests that private universities 
whose aim is to offer people the chance to learn without having to 
go abroad should be set up at a lower price so that operational 
cost can be reasonable with no heavy burden on society. 


View From Amman 


The Arabs and the New World Order 


THE Gulf crisis of 1990 constitutes a shock of greater proportion 
than that of 1967 and the total loss of Palestine to the Zionists. It 
is hoped that the Arab leadership which seems to have learned 
nothing from the earlier disaster, would leam something from this 
one. For as this century is drawing to its close the Westem-Zionisi 
plans for the further fragmentation of the Arab World are now 
more evident than ever. The saddest aspect of this crisis is not 
only that our Muslim neighbours in Iran and Turkey joined the 
so-called alliance against Iraq, but that most Arab nations were 
either in on the kilfor simply stood aside wringing their hands or 
mumbling incoherently. 

Several reasons account for the gloomier prospects of the Arab 
World following this latest catastrophe. First, that we are not only 
on the door-step of the twenty-first century, but a new interna- 
tional order sponsored again by the United Slates and interna- 
tional Zionism too. Three times in this century presidents of the 
U.S. sponsored a vision of a new international order: President 
Woodrow Wilson sponsored the idea of the League of Nations 
and a world that is "free” and democratic in the wake of World 
War I: President Franklin D. Roosevelt sponsored the United 
Nations Organisation with similar ideas after the World War II; 
and now President George Bush is advancing the idea of a New 
World Order after war against the Arabs disguised os a battle 
against Iraq. 

Two immediate remarks are in order. First, that in all three 
cases the Zionist influence is very evident: and second, that 
whereas the ideas and ideals behind the first two attempts were 
rather clear, that is not the case with regard to the new idea of 


President Bush. What is meant by this New Order? Who governs 
it and how? Will it coexist side by side with the United Nations 
Organisation or will it supercede it and how and why? ' 

These questions are the more immediate for us now in the Arab 
World than ever before. Several reasons account for the urgency 
and the immediacy of these questions. First, because for the first 
time in modern history, one nation, the U.S., seems to have 
coopted the international will in a fashion that promises to be of 
long duration. Second . because of the Arab World has never been 
so utterly polarised around opposing camps or so fertile with 
hatred and animosities. Third, because of the total failure of Arab 
institutions — if any ever existed — and leaders to deal with the 
terrible crisis thus inviting penetration from the outside and 
providing it with both an Islamic and an Arab umbrella of 
legitimacy. Fourth, because of the terrific shock to the psyche of 
the average Arab watching his nation rendered so helpless and so 
prostrate, eating and dismembering its own self while being 
beaten ruthlessly by others. No. Iraq was not right in occupying 
Kuwait. Iraq should have withdrawn. Iraq should not have 
resorted to violence againsr Kuwait or its people. Iraq made 
many mistakes. All these are truisms that need no elaboration or 
discussion, but the question that will linger in Arab memory will 
revolve around whether the deed deserved that much punish- 
ment. 

The shattering of the Arab hunger for oneness will be blamed 
by Arab memory as much on our leaders as on the Zionised West 
and its cohorts. Each people have a memory that is distinct from 


that which is written in its annals and history books. Ii i was 
Buddha who said; some twenty six centimes ago. a half truth is 
equal to a whole lie. No amount of condiments poured un the 
“facts” of this crisis will cover the stench of the tens ol thousands 
of Arabs, especially Iraqis whose corpses still lie in our Arabian 
deserts now perfumed with oil. We can blame whomever we may 
wish to blame, but we must know that even a one-eyed man can 
see, and more, even the blind can discern. History has time and 
will judge. 

It is thus we find ourselves searching for what we should do 
next. The first question that comes to mind is have we learned 
anything? Have our leaders? 

It is good that Iraq is democratising. The process is made more 
painful because it is conducted in the shadow of foreign bayonets 
as well as internal rebellion and the conduct of unneighbourly 
neighbours. Still it is good and a step in the right direction. 

We need new input and new ideas. We must do that quickly 
and sincerely and not in the usual manner of out-witting our 
people in the hope of maintaining the privileges of the ruling 
clique, keen, very keen on the status quo come what may. It is 
said that the Chinese write the word crisis by combining the two 
symbols for opportunity and danger. There is danger and there is 
opportunity now. for while an end to the hostilities has been 
reached, there still is no conclusion. Let the conclusion this time 
be a genuine search for new vistas and new ideas based on a free 
dialogue and not simply statements by the leader to his people. 
Let us remember that in a sick body even a health cell is doomed. 




Bloody shambles in the wake of war 


By Denis Healey 

WHEN President Bush first pre- 
dicted that the U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq could lay the founda- 
tion for a new world order, mil- 
lions hoped and believed he 
might be right. I was one of them. 
The end of the cold war seemed 
to have established the habit of 
cooperation between the super- 
powers. So the United Nations 
would be able for the first time to 
fulfill its intended role — as the 
framework for a world society in 
which disputes would be settled 
without war. if fighting did break 
out. it could be brought to an end 
by a United Nations police force. 

Six months later things look 
very different. We now know that 
within weeks of his speech about 
a new world order. President 
Bush had already abandoned the 
hope that sanctions would work 
as fast as he thought necessary. 
Even as he was declaring that the. 
sole purpose. of American forces 
in the Gulf was to deterattack on, 
Saudi Arabia, he was planning to 
double their number so that he 
could start bombing Iraq in Janu- 
ary and launch a ground attack in 
February. None of these plans 
was disclosed in advance to the 
United Nations, to his coalition 
partners, or even to his own 
Congress. He did not disguise his 
irritation when France and the 
Soviet Union attempted to find a 
peaceful solution to the crisis. 
The war which began on Jan. 16 
did not lay the foundation of a 
new world order — quite the 
reverse. The Pentagon has 
claimed that it may have cost 
200,000 Iraqi lives. It certainly 
came close to destroying Iraq as a 
viable state. 

The Gulf war split the Euro- 
pean Community and severely 
strained America’s links with 
Germany and Japan. Bush man- 
aged to maintain his relationship 
with Gorbachev only by securing 
S3 billion for Moscow from Saudi 
Arabia and by playing down 
American revulsion at the crack- 
down in the Baltic states. He 
retained Chinese acquiesce nes in 
the war only by abandoning the 
sanctions imposed after the mas- 
sacre in Tiananmen Square. 

The value of the American- 
Soviet relationship, however, 
now looks most uncertain. She- 


vardnadze resigned in December 
because the military criticised 
him over his concessions to the 
U.S. on the Gulf crisis and dis- 
armament. Perestroika has failed 
and the Soviet economy is col- 
lapsing. The demand of the 
Soviet republics for independ- 
ence threatens to lead to civil war 
and the disintegration of the un- 
ion itself. So the U.S. no longer 
has an effective partner in build- 
ing a new world order, many 
voices in Washington are now 
talking of a Pax Americana in- 
stead. 

The Pax Americana, however, 
is an illusion. It seems unlikely 
that the U.S. will be able even to 
"restore peace and security” in 
the Middle East, though it is 
committed to do so by its own 
words in Resolution 678. which 
opened the way for the war. 

Iraq is sliding towards the sort 
of anarchy already ruining the 
Lebanon, compounded by 
cholera and typhoid. Kuwait 
looks more and more like a pol- 
luted Beirut. The Shia rebellion 
in southern Iraq raises in Riyadh 
as well as Washington the spectre 
of Iran once more dominating the 
Gulf — something which Russia 
and the West spent 10 years 
trying to prevent by building Sad- 
dam Hussein into a military col- 
ossus. In noilhem Iraq the Kur- 
dish revolt threatens to provoke 
the Turkish invasion of which 
President Ozal has already given 
warning. So there is growing spe- 
culation that Washington is be- 
ginning to see Saddam Hussein as 
the best of all possible rulers for 
Iraq. 

Meanwhile, American policy 
for a new security system in the 
area has become a shambles. 
Though Iran occupies the eastern 
shores of the Gulf and de- 
veloped good working relations 
with the Arab Gulf states during 
the crisis, it has been excluded 
from the proposed security pact. 
The contributions of distant 
Egypt and Syria will depend on 
massive economic aid from Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait and the sheikh- 
doms of the lower Gulf. Yet it is 
far from clear that any of the oil 
states will have enough wealth to 
spare. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
are already obliged to borrow 
abroad, and if the Saudis double 
their pre-war production, as 


seems likely, that will require 
massive investment, and the price 
of oil may then fall to low for 
even the domestic needs of the 
other oil producers; the cost of 
reconstructing Kuwait is esti- 
mated at some $50 billion. 

A solution of the Palestinian 
problem seems further away than 
ever. Yet none of the other Arab 
states could join Egypt in recog- 
nising Israel unless a solution is at 
least seen to be on the way. So 
the Middle East looks like re- 
maining a dangerous and unst- 
able region into which to con- 
tinue pouring arms. But although 
Secretary Baker insisted that “the 
time has come to reduce arms 
flow into an area that is already 
over-militarised.” the Pentagon 
has been planning to sell $18 
billion of arms to the Arab states 
and Turkey. John Major is not 
better; Brtain will have the 
largest contingent at the arms fair 
in Dubai next November; Israel is 
certain to demand arid to get 
arms to offset ' such sales Yet 
none of the Gulf states" has 
enough men to use sophisticated 
weapons on this scale. On Aug. 2 
last year the Kuwaiti government 
simply handed over billions of 
dollars worth of its tanks and 
armoured vehicles to the Iraqis 
without firing a shot, although its 
military attache in Basra had 
given it a week’s warning of the 
invasion. 

Recognising these problems. 
Bush is now considering a freeze 
on arms exports to the Middle 
East. His officials talk of “rotat- 
ing thousands of American sol- 
diers through Saudi Arabia for 
months at a time and conducting 
large amphibious exercises on the 
Arabian Peninsula.” It seems un- 
likely that the Gulf Arabs 
could carry either (he financial or 
political cost of this type of secur- 
ity. Muslim fundamentalists 
would find it intolerable and the 
presence of foreign troops has 
already shaken the stability of 
Saudi society. 

In the end. the financial weak- 
ness of the U.S. is likely to rule 
out the idea of establishing a Pax 
Americana in the Middle East — or 
anywhere else outside the west- 
ern hemisphere. In the Gulf war 
it took 75 per cent of America's 
tactical aircraft and 40 per cent of 
its tanks to defeat a country with 


the national product of Portugal. 
Washington could not have 
afforded such an effort without 
pledges of aid (torn its allies 
amounting to $53.9 billion — well 
above its likely cost. This wilt 
never happen again. Nor is the 
U.S. likely to continue maintain- 
ing forces which would permit 
another action on this scale. 

On the contrary. By the time 
President Bush leaves office, 
America is likely to owe the rest 
of the world a thousand - billion 
dollars, requiring an annual pay- 
ment of some $70 billion in in- 
terest. Until recently this colossal 
external deficit has been largely 
financed out of Japanese and 
German surpluses. Germany's 
surplus has been wiped out by the 
cost of assimilating eastern Ger- 
many. The Japanese are now 
repatriating capital to strengthen 
their own banking system. With- 
out big increases in taxation, 
which .Bush has ruled out. the 
U.S. will have to make big cuts in 
■its defence spending. Congress’s 
resentment at what it sees as 
Japanese and German disloyalty 
during the Gulf crisis will make 
this even more likely. 

Though Japan has promised to 
provide $12 billion towards the 
cost of Gulf crisis. 60 per cent of 
Americans now see Japan as their 
main enemy. They are beginning 
to realise that one reason why 
Japan is superior to them in civil 
high technology is because Amer- 
ica spends for too much on the 
sort of military technology which 
helped to win the Gulf war. 
When the strains of adjustment to 
America's debt combine with the 
jealousy of the “fat cats” in 
Europe and Japan, there could be 
a lurch in American foreign poli- 
cy away from the very idea of a 
Pax Americana. America can no 
longer afford that sort of global 
uniiateriism. It is more likely to 
retreat to a hemispheric isolation- 
ism. This could be reflected in 
economic protectionism, particu- 
larly if European farmers wreck 
the Uruguay round of trade talks. 
That would bring a new world 
disorder with a vengeance. 

This is not yet inevitable. But it 
is made more likely by the con- 
sequences of the Gulf war. In any 
case, the hopes of building a new 
world order through the Unired 


Nations have received a serious 
setback. For the time being we 
shall be lucky if we can simply 
reduce disorder in those parts of 
the world which have been des- 
tabilised by the end of the cold 
war and the troubles of the Soviet 
Union, or which suffer from chro- 
nic instability, like Africa, the 
Middle East and southern Asia. 

In Europe, the most urgent 
task is to help Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hungary, at least, to 
establish stable democracies and 
social market economies. This 
will require assistance on a for 
greater scale than is at present 
being offered by any western 
power to any of the new demo- 
cracies. except by Bonn to east- 
ern Germany. It will also mean 
offering those East European 
countries the prospect of joining 
the European Community, first, 
as associated members, then as 
full members, one hopes by the 
end of the decade. The Commun- 
ity will better be able to accept 
this responsibility if it also accepts 
as members those Efta countries 
which wish to join — as Austria, 
Sweden and Norway have already 
indicated they do. A Community 
which includes Germany's east- 
ern and northern neighbours will 
provide a more comfortable 
framework for a united Germany 
than the present 12, as Bonn itself 
has indicated. 

The enlargement of the Com- 
munity need not be incompatible 
with its sensible deepening, what- 
ever Jacques Delors may claim: 
at present he is in danger of 
becoming as irrelevant to the new 
world as his old antagonist. Mar- 
garet Thatcher. Even in its pre- 
sent form, the community 
has achieved its main purpose, of 
making war between its members 
inconceivable. Despite recent 
American efforts to revive a Ger- 
man militarism which we spent 
two world wars destroying, Ger- 
many is now the least nationalis- 
tic of all European states. Bur 
with a frontier now on Poland, it is 
bound, as in the past, to look east 
as much as west. We may find 
that Russia has as much reason in 
the 21st century as it had in 
the 1 9th to welcome Germany's 
contribution to its political 
and economic life. Meanwhile, 
the federal model for European 


unity looks less attractive every 
day. with the break-up of the 
existing federations in the Soviet 
Union, Yugoslavia and Czechos- 
lovakia. Moreover, with the head 
of the Bundesbank describing 
German monetary union as a 
diasaster, Britain has timely 
warning against premature entry 
into a European monetary union. 

A strong Europe, united from 
Brest to Brest, and from Crete to 
Kirkenes, could form at least one 
essential pillar for a new world, 
order. With luck. Japan migh# 
perform a role in the Far East as 
valuable as Germany in Europe, 
thus creating another pillar. In 
the less stable parts of Asia and 
Africa, however, only the United 
Nations is likely to offer an 
acceptable framework for peace 
and stability. Even so, its present 
constitution will require drastic 
revision, particularly if it is to 
assume a lasting responsibility for 
security. 

The United Nations must be 
the foundation of any new world 
order, if only because some of the 
major problems of the next cen- 
tury will defy handling on a pure- 
ly regional basis. The greenhouse 
effect and other ecological dan- 
gers are now global problems. 
We seem to be moving into an 
age of mass migrations — into 
Europe from the east and the 
south, into the U.S. from Latin 
America and Asia. These will cry 
out for international regulation > 
and control, particularly since ther 
world's population is doubling 
every 50 years. Above all, there is 
the need for global arms control 
and disarmament before the pro- 
liferation of new weapons of mass 
destruction passes the point of no 
return. 

The prime responsibility for 
supporting policies through which 
the United Nations may approach 
these problems will lie- with the 
richer and more powerful region- 
al groups in . the northern hemis- 
phere, working with one another 
as well as with the peoples of the 
south. Only if the U.S. and its 
partners in Europe and the Far 
East can learn from the mistakes 
they made in tackling the Gulf 
crisis may we' hope, after all, to 
see the United Nations create the 
frame work for a new world order A 
— The Guardian. r 


Ancient punishment for modern day evils 


By Kathy Gannon 

The Associated Press 

BARA. Pakistan — The architect 
of a new Islamic order in Pakis- 
tan's rugged tribal region has 
resurrected an ancient method to 
punish modern-day evils. 

Public flogging is the sentence 
being meted out more and more 
by orthodox Islamic clerics who 
are judge and jury in the heart of 
the Khyber, a virtual no-man’s- 
land where the long arm of Pakis- 
tan's civil law doesn't reach and 
tribal rule by a centuries-old code 
prevails. 

The author of the new order is 
a diminutive, soft-spoken reli- 
gious scholar. Maulana Moham- 
mad Mujahid, who wields much 
influence in the frontier area 
bordering Afghanistan. 

Fierce tribal lords bow low to 
Mujahid when they arrive at his 
small, bried-mud house seeking 
arbitration of intra-tribal dispute 
or prosecution of an enemy. 

Ten months ago. Mujahid said 
he established a 10-member Jir- 
ga, or council of Islamic clerics, 
to curb Bara’s soaring crime rate 
according to the tenets of Islam. 

“Crimes were increasing day 
by day,” Mujahid said in an 
interview. 

Since then, at least 300 people 


have been flogged and hundreds 
of intra-tribal disputes settled. 

Thousands of people crowded 
into an arid field outside Bara 
recently to watch the thrashings. 

Bahadur Khan, an Afghan re- 
fugee convicted of rape, was 
whipped 100 times with a two-inc- 
wide (five-centimetre-wide) 
leather strap. Doctors periodical- 
ly stopped the beating to check 
the victim, who was carried away, 
at the end of his punishment. 

Another Afghan refugee con- 
victed of kidnapping, Mirza 
Khan, awaited bis turn huddled 
in a corner of his cell — a small 
dingy room with mud floors and 
rusty bars. Wrapped in a tattered 
blanket, 18-year-old Khan 
glanced nervously at his guards, 
wondering which one would flog 
him. 

“I'm very sad in here,” said 
Khan. 

The cell was shared with seven 
other people, all of them sent- 
enced to flogging for crimes rang- 
ing from drug trafficking to kid- 
napping. 

The council of Islamic d erics 
found Khan guilty of conspiring 
to kidnap. His brother, the repu- 
ted mastermind escaped. 

“I’m not a criminal. Fm here 
for my brother. He fled,” Khan 
said. His jailor and secretary- 


general of the Jirga. Abdul 
Hamid Afridi. said the youth 
would receive five lashes for his 
part in the kidnapping. 

Pakistan’s late military dicta- 
tor, President Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq resurrected flogging in the 
mid-1980s to prove his commit- 
ment to Islamic law. Zia, who 
ruled for 11 years, died in a plane 
crash in August 1988. 

Human rights activists con- 
demn public flogging as inhuman 
and barbaric. Many Islamic scho- 
lars' say the Muslim holy book, 
the Koran, intended flogging only 
as a form of humiliation and not 
severe punishment. 

“Cruelty is not acceptable, but 
flogging is an Islamic punish- 
ment,” Mujahid countered. 

During the past year, tales of 
people Ming stoned to death for 
rape, sanctioned punishment in 
Islam, have filtered through to 
Peshawar, the nearest city. None 
of the reports could be indepen- 
dently verified. 

Foreigners need special per- 
mission to pass through heavily 
fortified checkposts that dot the 
tribal frontier. 

The seat of government In 
Pakistan is hundreds of miles to 
the south in Islamabad, centuries 
ahead of the tribal area. 

Despite the distance, the Isla- 


mic clerics can exert tremendous 
pressure on the federal govern- 
ment, using their small but 
powerful religious parties to orga- 
nise street demonstrations that 
have in past years destabilised 
civilian rule and forced the milit- 
ary to take over. 

Fundamentalist Islamic clerics 
bounded former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto during her 20 
months in power. She was de- 
clared a heretic after saying that 
cutting off hands of convicted 
thieves was barbaric. 

Ms. Bhutto tried to appease 
her fundamentalist critics by 
shrouding herself in a voluminous 
veil, thumbing Islamic prayer 
beads and visiting countless Isla- 
mic shrines. 

During last year's election cam- 
paign, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif promised to bring all of 
Pakistan under Islamic law. Now 
he wants the many sects of Islam 
to reach a consensus on the shar- 
iat bill of Islamic law, before 
passing it. Most analysts say con- 
sensus is impossible. 

Some of his more orthodox 
cabinet ministers have accused 
him of dragging his feet. Sattar 
Niazi, the rural development and 
social affairs minister, resigned 
after criticising the prime minister 
for not implementing Islamic law. 


Shamir 

(Continued from page 1) 

die political equivalent of Presi- 
dent Anwar El Sadat's visit to 
occupied Jerusalem in 1977. 

The event being considered 
would be a meeting in which the 
two superpowers would invite 
Israel, Palestinian representa- 
tives, Egypt, Jordan and, ideally 
Syna and the Six Arab Gulf stated 
— Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates to a ceremonial 
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Yeltsin 

(Continued from page 1) 

That vote helped persuade Mr. 
Gorbachev to remove troops 
from Moscow’s streets after the 
massive show of support for Mr. 
Yeltsin and his reforms. 

The troops were deployed 
Thursday to prevent Mr. Yelt- 
nn s supporter: from rallying. 

Radical reformers saw the 
large turnout at Thursday night's 
rally as a snub of Mr. Gorbachev 
“This is, I think, a very dear 
sign of his absolute loss of reputa- 
non and authority in the coun- 

0 e * a former 

KGB colonel and national law- 


maker, told reporters. “I tf 
just resorted to his last argi 
which is military force." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s supporters 
the ban, holding a peaceft 
after the thousands of 
blocked the demonstrator; 
marching to their intended 
Manezh Square, next t 
Kremlin. 

Russian voters overwheli 
approved a non-binding r< 
dum on March 17 for a poj 
elected president. Mr. 1 
and his allies want to ern 
presidency as soon as poss 
help him implement radio 
nomic reforms. The Russia; 
er has said he wants presii 
elections, in which he will i 
beheld in late April or 

Mr. Yeltsin has been pi 
Gorbachev to move more r 
with political and econon 
torms, including a faster m 
a tree market system that 
aoviets believe would east 
economic woes. The two 
“So clashed over Mr. Y t 
insistence that individual 
republics should control 
own economies and natui 
sources, 

*K^ uss ‘ an communists i 

that a presidential post is ne 


tins congress," Russi; 
munist Party chief Ivan 
told reporters. 
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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 

Dear Shareholders. 

Every year around this time. I meet 
with you to review the fmancial 
statements and the Board of Direc- 
tors' annual report describing the 
activities of Arab Bank. Since the 
establishment of your institution, we 
pledged to maintain Arab Bank as a 
strong and successful organisation 
to fulfill its mission in the Arab world. 
Following the objectives of the 
founder, the late Abdul Hameed 
Shoman, we will continue our 
efforts to preserve Arab Bank's 
leadership and professional perform- 
ance so as to provide our cus- 
tomers with the best services, 
wherever they may be. 

I have great pleasure in presen- 
ting to you the positive results of 
your Bank. 

Despite the crisis which erupt- 
ed in the Gulf. Arab Bank was able to 
increase its profits. Planning and 
hard work, together with the inten- 
sive activities of our worldwide net- 
work of branches and affiliates, have 
made these results possible and 
enabled us to realize our expecta- 
tions. As in the past, we have adopt- 
ed a steady policy of geographical 
expansion and diversification in the 
Arab world. Europe, the United 
States, and the Far East. Our 
objectives have always been to 
provide our customers with good 
advice as well as timely services, 
to make available for the Bank new 
investment opportunities, and to 
hedge against business and country 
risks. 


We. at Arab Bank, will not be 
discouraged from fulfilling our com- 
mitments entrusted to us by the 
founder of this institution. We have 
great confidence in the economic 
future of the Arab world. We will do 
our utmost to participate m develop- 
ing the economies of the countries 
in which we operate, and we will 
aiso continue our efforts to expand 
into other countries. 

In 1990. Arab Bank's relations 
with its correspondents remained 
strong. But some of the international 
banks unfamiliar with the Middle 
East believed they had to suspend 
their dealings with the region as a 
result of the contingent circum- 
stances. 

Arab Bank was not affected by 
these precautionary procedures. Its 
higfi liquidity was more than suffi- 
cient to meet its obligations. The 
customers' needs for correspon- 
dent banking services were met by 
Arab Bank branches, affiliates, and 
traditional correspondents. All cus- 
tomers' orders and requests for 
banking services were successfully 
met without delay. 

You will observe from the finan- 
cial statements that the total assets 
of Arab Bank declined slightly at the 
end of 1990 in comparison with the 
previous year's figures as a result of 
our decision to reduce our utilization 
of funds from the money market. 

• • Arab Bank's liquidity remained 
higher than that of the local and in- 
ternational norms. Total cash and 
quasi cash to total assets reached 
53.7% at the end of 1990. More- 


over, we structured Arab Bank's 
assets to enable it to have easy 
access to liquidity. 

1 am pleased to inform you that 
1990 net income increased to J.D. 

62.3 million in comparison with J D. 

52.3 million in 1989. representing a 
growth rate of 1 9.1 %. These results 
were achieved for the first time m 
the history of your institution. 

The Board of Directors, whose 
recommendation is shown on page 
18, has proposed to the General As- 
sembly the distribution of J.D. 7.7 
million in cash dividends, which rep 
resents 35% of paid-in capital and 
the allocation of The balance of the 
distributable income to the dis- 
closed reserves. Accordingly, the 
disclosed shareholders' equity in 
the Bank at the end of 1 990 reached 
J.D. 307 million in comparison with 
J.O. 252.5 million at the end of 
1989. The ratio of shareholders' 
equity to total assets rose to 5.2° o 
against 4.0% at the end of 1 989. 

In accordance whh the decision 
of the General Assembly of the Bank 
on March 30. 1 990. the necessary 
steps were taken with the various 
authorities to capitalize J.D. 22 mil- 
lion of the Bank's voluntary reserve 
and issue a share bonus to the 
shareholders registered on March 
29. 1991 - the date of this General 
Assembly meeting. This is the third 
time thai Arab Bank has distributed 
share dividends on the basis of one- 
to-one. which, in itself, confirms the 
profitable investment in Arab Bank 
shares. For our part, we will always 
safeguard the shareholders' capital 


as well as the depositors' confi- 
dence. Our long history over ihe 
years testifies to that. 

The term of office of the pre- 
vious Board of Directors came to an 
end on March 31. 1990 All Board 
Members were re-elected with rhe 
exception of Mr Mahmoud Beydoun, 
who excused himself Irom being 
nominated for the next term; Mr. 
Khaldun Abuhassan was elected in 
his place. I would like to extend to 
Mr. 8eydoun my sincere thanks for 
his twenty-four years of service on 
our Board of Directors. I would also 
like to welcome Mr. Khaldun Abu- 
hassan to the Board and trust that 
the Bank will benefit from his expe- 
rience. 

On this occasion. I would like to 
express my deepest appreciation 
and thanks to the staff of Arab Bank, 
its customers, and shareholders. 
Without their faith, efforts, and sup- 
port, the continued success of the 
Bank would not have been possible. 

I would also like to extend my 
best and sincere wishes to each one 
of you. May God help us to serve you 
more efficiently. 


Abdulmajeed Shoman 
Chairman. Board of Directors 


ON THE RIGHT PATH 

As it enters the 1990s. Arab 
banking is no longer what it once was 
The recent political developments m 
the region, namely, the Gulf crisis, 
nave heightened tensions and pro- 
pelled Arab banking to the forefront 

Although this lares: crisis wii: 
have severe repercussions on the 
banking industry m the region, we. at 
Arab Bank, are him believers that 
Arab banking will prevail over the 
Current crisis. 

We have witnessed the expect- 
ed flight of funds toother countries, 
and we have also seen the suopen 
$ion of credit lines by Internationa! 
banks that are unfamiliar with the 
region 

Our positive role m this situation 
has become more visible By joining 
with other Arab banks and attempt- 
ing to meet their needs as much as 
possible. Arab banking can accom- 
plish a rapid recovery. More ever, 
achieving a more stable financial 
market m the region requires taking 
certain steps. In this regard, increas- 
ing inter-Arab trade will help to 
create and develop a real market 
place. Compliance with internation- 
al market regulations should provide 
Arab banks with an entry to interna- 
tional markets. Competing with 
olher financial institutions by creat- 
ing and employing a variety of new 
financial products will enable Arab 
banking io regain lost ground. 

Once again. Arab Bank has 
succeeded in weathering the storm. 


Out siifli of enhancing the financial 
standing of the Bank, meeting our 
social commitments, and participai 
mg m the regional economic devel- 
opments were vigorously nccom 
plotted 

The net income of USS 1 00 mil 
lion was crossed for the first limn by 
Arab Bank Group. Total equity has 
increased by USS 110 million io 
reach approximately USS 903 mil- 
lion Equity to total assets m*io 
reached 6.9% ond the BIS latio was 
above 12%. 

We are proud Of our hard work 
perseverance and loyalty to our 
Customers, which have helped us 
through the past year. Most unpor 
tantly Arab Bank was able to main- 
tain local and international cont> 
donee Our stable and conservative 
policies as well as our dtversilicd 
presence Nave proven to be both 
relevant ond wise. Tho geographical 
diversification of Arab Bank activi- 
ties enabled ihc Bonk to moot its 
obligations to its customers and 
correspondents. 

We are deeply rooted in the 
Middle East. We will participate in 
the future endeavours to achieve fi- 
nancial stability and a rapid recovery 
The aftermath of the Gulf crisis will 
bear witness to the fruits of our ef- 
forts m bringing a more stable and 
cooperative banking atmosphere to 
the region. 


Khalid Shoman 
Deputy Chairman. 
Board of Directors 


Balance sheet as of 31st December 1990 and 1989 


Assets 

Cash in hand and at banks 

Securities and investments 

Loans 2 nd advances \ 

Customers’ liability on acceptances 
Premises and equipment \ 
Accrued interest receivable \ 
Other assets ^ 


X. Total Assets 

TSustomers* liability on 
guarantees and letters of credit 
Total ' 


31/12/1990 
J.D fOOO) 

2,590,612 

582,014 

2,533,928 

58,168 

35,981 

75,539 

26.984 


5,903,226 

1,460.339 

7,363.565 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years 1990 and 1989 



31/12/1990 

•31/12/1989 

Revenue 

J.D (*000) 

^ j.d rooo) 

. Interest revenue 

595.063 

607.708 

Less: Interest expense^ 

478.636 

503,958 

Net interest revenue -Sf 

1 16.427 

103.750 

~~ Non-interest revenue 


- _ 

Commissions 

25.335 

22.790 




Other revenue 


Total non-interest revenue 


Total Revenue 


Expenses * 


Salaries and staff benefits 


8.685 


66,680 


44,871 

3.856 


8,320 


50.597 


40,315 

3.62 



Appropriations 

To general reserve 

To voluntary reserve' 


Proposed cash dividends 
Directors' remuneration 
. Totai Appropriations 


42,500 

12.000 


7,700 ' y 
57 
62^57 


34,500 

T0.000 


7,700 

' 55 _ 

52,255 


31/12/1989 
J.D (’OOP) 

3.313,507 

441-289 

2,344 ; 626 

54)964 

30>944 

77)914 

•40,368 


6,303,612 

1,256,245 

7,559^857 


Liabilities 

Deposits and other accoun ts 
Acceptances 
Accrued interest payable 
Dividends and remunerations 
Total Liabilities 
Shareholders' Equity 

Capital ; 

Statutory refeerve 
General reserve 
Voluntary re.se rve 
Total Shareholders' Equity 
Total Liabilities and 

Shareholders' Equity 

Guarantees and letters of credit 
Total _ % 

Khalid A. H. Shoman 
Deputy Chairman 


31/12/1990 
J.D LOOP) 

5,469,582 

58,168 

60.719 

7,757 

5.596.226 

22.000 
22 .000 

197.000 
66,000 

307.000 

5.903.226 
1.460.339 
7.363.565 


31/12/1989 

j-d roooi 

5.916,917 

54,964 

71,476 

7,755 

6,051,112 

22 . 000 ~ 
22,000 

154.500 
54.000 

252.500 

6,303,612 

1,256,245 

7,559.857 


Abdulmajeed A. H. Shoman 
Chairman 
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Statement of Sources and Applications of Funds 
for the years ended 31st December 1990 and 1989 


Funds provided 

31/12/1990 
J.D roooi 

31/12/1989 
J.D t'000) 

[ Net income 62.257 52,255 1 

Depreciation of premises and 
equipment 

3.856 

3.620 

Total funds provided 
from operations 

66.113 

55,875 

increase in: .. 

Deposits and other accounts 

V M M ^ 

1,678,765 

Decrease in: 



Cash in hand and at banks 

722.895 

— 

Other assets * 

15,759 

— 

Total Funds Provided 

804.767 

1,7.34,640 

Funds applied 


\ 

Dividends and remunerations paid 

7.755 

7,716 

Increese-in: • • 



Cash in hand and at banks . N 

— ^ _ 

877,059 

SecuridesLand investments - 

140,725 

44,480 

mmx SHH 

189,302 

757.651 

Premises and equipment 

8,893 

13,705 

Other assets 

; - 

34.029 

Decrease in: 



Depos its and other accounts 

458.092 

— 

Total Funds Applied ' 

804,767 

1.734,640 


Auditors Report 

To the Shareholders of Arab Bank 

We have examined the balance 
sheet of ARA8 BANK (a Jordanian 
public shareholding limited com- 
pany) as of December 31. 1990 and 
1989. and the related statement of 
income and statement of sources 
and applications of funds for the 
years ended December 31, 1990 and 
1989. We conducted-6wr audit in ac- 
cordance with international auditing 
guidelines and included such tests 
of the accounting records and of the 
system of internal control and such 
other auditing procedures as we 

considered necessary in the cir- 
cumstances. We have obtained the 
information and explanations which 
to the best of our knowledge and be- 
lief were necessary for the purpose 
of our audit. 

The Bank maintains proper ac- 
counting records and the accompa- 
nying financial statements are in 
agreement therewith. Furthermore, 
the financial data presented by the 
Board of Directors are in agreement 
with those records. 

In our opinion, the accom- 
panying financial statements pre- 
sent fairly the financial position of 


Arab Bank as of December 31, 1990 
and 1989. and the results of its 
operations and its sources and 
applications of funds for the years 
then ended, in accordance with in- 
ternational accounting standards, 
and we recommend that the General 
Assembly approves these financial 
statements. 

Saba & Co- 

Amman; Jordan. January 22. 1991 
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Dear Shareholders, 

In 1 990,- Arab Bank Group was suc- 
cessful in achieving a solid financial 
performance. and continued to ex- 
perience growth in net income, 
customer deposits, and total assets 
in spite of the difficult economic 
atmosphere prevailing worldwide. 
The Group's positive results were 
facilitated by the underlying 
strength of the institution through its 
financial and managerial resources. 

General economic situation 

In 1990, the world economy entered 
a period of adjustment, following 
eight years of expansion. This period 
was influenced by three major politi- 
cal events, namely, the Gulf crisis. 
The continuation of the political 
changes in Eastern Europe, and the 
unification of Germany. 

The economic slowdown in the 
United States and the United King- 
dom fueled fears that a recession 
was looming. The pressure for lower 
interest rates was countered by the 
inflationary outlook, which intensi- 
fied with the rise in oil prices. Under 
these conditions, money market 

rates in the United States and the 
United Kingdom became volatile 
with a downward trend. Short-term 
Japanese yen and Deutschemark 
money market interest rates conti- 
nued to be firm, mainly due to higher 
inflation. 

The foreign exchange market 
was also unstable. The US dollar 
fluctuated within a wide range as a 
result of the expected recession as 
well as the policies of the Federal 
monetary authorities. The participar 
tion of the United Kingdom in the 
Exchange Rate Mechanism (E.R.M.) 
of the European Monetary System 
helped to strengthen and stabilize 
the pound sterling. 

The Gulf crisis has giventhe oil- 
producing developing countries a 
good chance to improve their cur- 
rent accounts. Non-oil-producing 
developing countries were burden- 
ed with additional costs totalling 
up to US$ 6 billion. As fears of world 
recession intensified, the slump in 
real prices for agricultural commo- 
dities and non-precious metals con- 
tinued. A further consequence of 
this situation will be a rise in foreign 
debt. Heavily indebted countries will 
have severe difficulties in financing 
their current account deficits. 
Commercial banks will meet some 


of those needs, but the remainder 
must be accommodated by scarce 
funds available from international 
development banks and foreign aid. 

The development of efficient 
financial markets in Eastern Europe 
is far from being completed. The 
search for economic and political 
equilibrium will be painful, time 
consuming, and costly. Our wholly 
owned subsidiary. Arab Bank 
(Austria) A.G., is actively involved in 
research and studies on the impact 
of these developments. 

A directive on a common oper- 
ating license for credit institutions 
was issued to complement efforts 
towards the accomplishment of the 
EC's internal market. The registra- 
tion of all financial institutions 
should be completed by 1992. On 
July 1st., 1990, constraints preven- 
ting the free flow of capital were 
completely abolished in eight mem- 
ber states. 

Arab Bank Pic is fully aware of 
these changes. Resources and ef- 
forts are being deployed to benefit 
from the new opportunities. Advice 
and consultancy services on invest- 
ment opportunities in this changing 
atmosphere are available to our 
customers upon request. 

Overview 

Despite the adverse conditions pre- 
vailing in the Middle East, the Arab 
Bank Group performance was ex- 
ceptionally good. Most Strikingly, not 
only were the Group's profits the 
highest ever reached historically, 
but also the doubtful debt allowance 
was substantially strengthened. 
Moreover, almost all measures of 
financial strength have improved 
during the year under consideration. 

The Jordanian dinar, thereport- 
ing currency of Arab Bank Pic. the 
principal entity of the Group, appre- 
ciated by 1 .6°c against the US dollar 
to equal US$ 1.504 at the end of 
1990 in comparison with US$ 
1.481 at the end of the previous 
year. The Swiss franc, the reporting 
currency of Arab Bank (Switzerland) 
Ltd., another main entity of the 
Group, strengthened to Str 1.2775 
from Sfr. 1.5420 against the US 
dollar. G/ven that the functional 
currency of both entities is the US 
dollar, it is not expected that the 
change in the exchange rate will 
materially impact the comparative 
analysis. 


Except for the utilization of the 
sum-of-the-year's-digits deprecia- 
tion method at some branches in 
place of the straight-line deprecia- 
tion method for depreciating com- 
puter hardware, no other significant 
change in accounting policies or re- 
porting format took place in 1990. 

Results of operations 

The earning performance of Arab 
Bank Group continued to be favour- 
able in spite of the Gulf crisis and 
the decline in the interest rates on 
the US dollar and the pound sterling. 

Net income 

Net income after tax increased by 
US$ 1 5 million to reach US$ 1 1 3.1 
million against USS 98.1 million in 
1 989, representing a giowth rate of 
1 5.3%. Higher net interest and rev- 
_ enue from foreign exchange trading 
and from commissions all contribut- 
ed to this growth. Return on assets 
ratio improved to 0.86% from 
0.76% last year. The outstanding 
growth rate of net income coupled 
with the stability of total assets ex- 
plain the improved efficiency of the 
Bank. 

Return on equity ratio slightly 
improved to 1 2,5% from the figure 
of 1 2.4% registered at the end of 

less. 

Net interest revenue 

Net interest increased to US$ 204. 1 
million from US$ 174.8 million in 
the previous year. Total interest 
revenue was US$ 1.01 3.8 million at 
the end of 1990 compared to US$ 
994.9 million at the end of 1989. The 
reduction of interbank deposits and 
the increase of investments in secu- 
rities and loan portfolios explain the 
16.8% increase in net interest rev- 
enue. Accordingly, net interest to total 
assets ratio also improved from 
1.35% to 1.55%. 

Non-interest revenue 

Total non-interest revenue increas- 
ed by US$ 21.2 million, represent- 
ing a 16.7% growth rate over the 
past year, to reach US$ 147.7 mil- 
lion in 1 990 against US$1 26.5 mil- 
lion in 1 989. 

Non-interest\ revenue repre- 
sented 42.0% of total revenue, 
almost the same level as in the pre- 
vious year. 

Operating expenses 

Operating expenses reached US$ 


1 97 million in comparison with US$ 
155.4 million in 1989. A compara- 
tive analysis of the components of 
operating expenses is presented 
below: 

in US$ million 


Expenses 

1990 

1989 

Variance 

Staff expenses 

84.7 

73.3 

r 11.4 

Depreciation 
Provisions &■ 

72.6 

6 6 

6.0 

other expenses 

99.7 

75.5 

24.2 

Total 

197.0 

155.4 

41.6 . 


The staff expenses represented 
43.0% of total operating expenses, 
depreciation represented 6.4% and 
provisions and other expenses re- 
presented 50.6%. The 90.6% in- 
crease in depreciation ' esulted from 
a Sfr. 2.2 million decrease , in the. 
building book value of Arab Bank* 
(Switzerland) Ltd. Zurich, which was 
allowed by the local authorities, and 
from the acceleration of computer 
hardware depreciation. Provisions 
and other expenses increased to 
US$ 99.7 million and contain a sub- 
stantia! amount allotted to doubtful 
debt allowance. 

Shareholders' equity 

At the epd of 1990, Arab Bank 
Group shareholders' equity came to 
6.9% of total, assets. The capital 
adequacy ratio . for the Group, 
measured according to the Basle.. 
Committee Rules, was around 1 2%. 
Moreover, total shareholders' equity 
corresponded to more than 20% of 
the loan portfolio. 

The increase of US$ 1 10,4 mil- 
lion in the shareholders' equity in. 
1 990 enhanced the solid and sound 
financial position of the Group. Total 
shareholders' equity reached US$ 
902.9 million compared to US$ 
792.5 million-at the end of 1989. 
US$ 98,4 million of the growth was 
capitalized and retained from the 
distributable income. The balance of 
US$ 12 million resulted from the 
decline of the negative balance of 
translation adjustments due to the 
improvement in exchange rates of 
both the Jordanian dinar and the 
Swiss franc against the US dollar. 
Deposits 

The stable customers' deposits 
composed most of the Group's, 
funds. Some movement of funds 
from entities operating in the Middle 
East to other areas, mainly Europe, 
was observed. The growth rate of to- 
tal deposits was limited to 0.4% over 
the previous year. The total balance 


of deposits and other accounts in- 
creased by US$ 49.6 million. to 
reach US$ 1 2,034.5 million at the 
end of 1 990. 

Assets 

Total assets reached US$ 13,131.5 
million at the end of 1990, a slight 
increase over the figure of US$ 
12,978.7 million recorded at the 
end of 1989. This represents a 
.growth rate of 1.2%. 

Loan portfolio 

The Group's loan portfolio net of the 
doubtful debt allowance was US$ 
4,201:3 million, representing an 
increase of 9.6% over the level of 
US$ 3.832.8 million in 1989. The ■ 
Group was able to manage its hold- 
ings in. loans and advances posi- 
tively, reflecting continued expansion 
'in traditional and new products mar- 
keting. — r 

Securities and investments 

The Group increased its security 
portfolio to US$ 983.2 million from 
US$ 735.3 million, representing an 
increase of US3\247.9 million or 
33.7%. The securities portfolio con- 
tinued to be dominated by prime gov- 
ernment bonds and secb^ities. 

Liquidity 

The prudent policy of maintaining 
high liquidity helped the Group to re- 
- duce its dependence on inter-bank ' 
funds and to meet its financial obli- 
gations during the most trying times 
. in 1 990. The liquidity ratio (cash and 
quasi cash to total assets) was 
63.1%, slightly lower than in 1989 
when it had been 65.7%. Cash m_ 

hand and at banks declined to US$ 
7,309.1 million from US$ 7,787:2 
million. This slight decrease of liquid . 
fundV\vas compensated by an in- 
crease of US$ 247.9 in marketable 
securities.. 

Geographical distribution . 

The geographical distribution of the 
main financial items of Arab Bank 
Group at the end of 1 990 and 1989 
is presented below. 

It may be observed that the 
Group's entities in Europe consoli- 
dated their lead in terms of assets 
58.0%. loans 41.4%, deposits 58.5% 
and revenue 54.4%. 

Jordan maintained around 1 1 % 
weight in almost all items except 
revenue, which declined to 14.6% 
from 16.1%. 




d 1 \ 


ARAB BANK PLC General Management Amman. Jordan. P.O.Box 950544, 950545 Telephone 660115. 660131 Telex 23091 Facsimile 606793. 606830 



Branch 

| 

Country 
1 (NO. Of 
| branches) 

P.O.Box 

Telephone 

Telex 

Facsimile 

Mein branches in the 
Arab countries 

Shmeisani^Amman 
King Faisal Sl, Amman 

Jordan (55) 

950546 

68 

660131 

638161 

23094 

21230 

670564 

637082 


Manama 

Bahrain (3) 

395 

255988 

8232 

210443 


Riad Soih St., Beirut 

Lebanon (11) 

11-1015 

868131 

22282 

868131 


Tripoli 


379 

4301 1 1 

41920 

602383 


Saida 


199 

724501 

23661 

723925 


Sana'a 

Yemen (3) 

475 

240922 

2239 

263187 


Doha 

Qatar (2) 

172 

437979 

4202 

410774 


Abu Dhabi 

U A6. (8) 

875 

3341 1 1 

22257 

336433 


A) Maktoum, Dubai 


11364 

228845 

46126 

285974 

Main offshore banking units 

Manama 

Bahrain (1) 

813 

256398 

8647 

231640 


Cairo 

Egypt (4) 

2006 

746218 

21401 

746165 


Singapore 

Singapore (TJ 


5330055 

22955 

5322150 

Main branches in Europe, 
U.S.A., and Asia 

Nicosia 

Cyprus (5) 

5700 

457111 

5717 

457890 


Paris 

France (2) 

319 

43593434 

642443 

42890978 


Athens 

Greece (1) 

30357 

3255401 

219922 

3255519 


Rome 

Italy (1) 

745 

6840478 

624161 

6795501 

i 

Seoul 

S. Korea (1) 

1331 

7570024 

34180 

7570124 


London 

U.K. (3) 

138 

3158500 

*887110 

6007620 


New York 

U.SA. (2) 

5377 

7159700 

238770 

5934632 

i 



i 





Location ' P.0. Box Telephone 


Facsimile 


Representative offices 


Sister institutions, subsidiaries 
and associated companies 







Beijing (Peking) 

China 


f 5002255 
(ext. 3510) 

22739 

Tokyo 

Japan 


35789388 

32442 


Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. Zurich 

Geneva 

Arab Australia Ltd. Sydney 


Finance Accountancy 
Mohassaba S.A. 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

Oman Arab Bank 

Arab Bank Maroc 

Arab National Bank 

Nigeria-Arab Bank Ltd. 

UBAE Arab German Bank 

Arabia Insurance Co. 


Sydney 

Geneva 

Vienna 

Tunis 

Ruwi 

Casablanca 

Riyadh 

Lagos 

Luxembourg 

Frankfurt 

Beirut 


100 

520 

5010 

13810 

56921 

12807 

115 

102239 

11-2127 


2657111 

7151211 

2324133 

7326003 

5134240 
350147 
706265 
223152 
4029000 
661955 
465001 1 
27150 
363610 


812279 

412370 

120520 

412489 


2657330 

7322460 

2215428 

7387229 


135313 51342409 


15293 

3285 

22942 

402660 

21973 

2874 

414249 

21016 


349278 

797736 

200233 

4027747 

474888 

235471 


Jerusalem. Ramallah, Nablus. Jenin, Tulkarm. Hebron and Gaza Branches in th- w»** 
tion GaCa Strip arC temporarilY c,ose£ * and not allowed to function under the Israeli occupa- 
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Balance Sheet as of 31st December 1990 and 1989 


Assets 


Cash in harvd and at banks 


Securities and investments 


Loans and advances 


Customers' liability on acceptances 


Investments in associated companies 


Premises and equipment 


Accrued interest receivable 


31/12/1990 

uss rooo) 


7.309,091 


983.212 


4,201.277 


87.485 


269.840 


77.373 


.1 14,484 


8 



Total Assets 


Customers' liability on 
guarantees and letters of credit 


Total 


Statement of Sources and Applications of Funds 
Tbr'the years ended 31st December 1990 and 1989 


13,131,522 


2.353.784 


15,485.306 


Funds provided 


Funds applied 


Net income 

Depreciation of premises and 
equipment 

Total funds provided from operations 

Funds from hidden reserves, 

Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 

Increase in: 

Deposits and other accounts 

Decrease in: 

Cash and due from banks 

Investments and securities 

Other assets 

Translation adjustments 

Total funds provided from changes in 
assets and liabilities , • 

Total Funds Provided 


Dividen ds and remunerations paid 

Translation adjustments 

Decrease in: 

Capital 

De posits and other accounts 

Increase in : 

Investments and securities 

Loans a nd advances 

Investments i n associated compan ies 

Premises and equipment 

Total Funds Applied 


3V12/1990 
USS ('0001 


113,120 

12,643 

125.763 


35,657 

478,113 

28,525 

12.023 

554.318 

680,081 


14,053 


247,927 
368,512 
27.158 
• 22,431 

680,081 


Auditors' Report 

To the Shareholders of Arab Bank. 

We have examined the consoli- 
dated balance sheet of ARAB BANK 
: GROUP. as of December 31, 1990 
and!989,and the related consolida- 
ted statement of income and conso- 
lidated statement of sources and 
applications of funds for the years 
•then ended. Our examination was 
made in accordance with internation- 
al auditing guidelines and. accord- 


ingly i included such tests of the 
accounting records and Such other 
auditing procedures as we consider- 
ed necessary in the circumstances. 
Included in the financial statements 
are amounts relating to a sister com- 
pany and certain subsidiaries audit- 
ed by other auditors whose reports 
we have reviewed. 

In our opinion, based upon our 
examination and the reports of other 
auditors, the accompanying finan- 
cial statements present fairly the fi- 


31/12/1989 
USS {'000) 


7.787.204 


735.285 


3,832.765 


81.402 


242,682 


67.585 


115.391 


Liabilities 


Deposits and other accounts 


Acceptances 


Accrued interest payable 


Proposed dividends 


Total Liabilities 


Shareholders' Equity 
Capital 


muuiYimSZ 


General reserve 


Voluntary reserve 


3M21990 
USS : 000) 


12.034.452 


37.485 


91.951 


14,767 


12.228,655 


36.939 


6 


547,60- 




31/12/1989 
USS l‘000) 


1 1.984.890 


81.402 


105.856 


14,053 


12.186.201 


86,939 


77,255 


478.205 


141.379 


12.978,692 


2.039,972 


15.018,664 


Reserves with associated companies 

174.173 

165.572 

Retained earnings 

4.773 

3.429 

Total 

1.051.132 

. 952.779 

Translation adjustments 

(148.265) 

(160.288) 

Total Shareholders' Equity 

902.867 

792,491 

Total Liabilities and 
Shareholders' Equity 

13.131,522 

12.978.692 

Liability on guarantees 
and letters of credit 

2,353.784 

2.039.972 

Total 

15.485306 

16.018.664 


Profit and Loss Statement for the years! 990 and 1989 


3V12/1989 
USS ('000) 


98,110 

6,633 

104,743 

19,455 


329,150 

180,895 

26,789 


536,834 

661,032 


20,795 

68,365 

3,1 84 
435,034 


93,696 

29,489 

10,469 

661,032 


nancial position of Arab Bapk Group 
as of December 31,1990 and 1989, 
and the results of its operations and 
its sources and applications of 
funds for the years then ended, in 
accordance with international ac- 
counting standards.' 

Saba & Co. 

Amman, Jordan, January 22, 1991 


Revenue 


Expenses 


Appropriations 


Interest revenue 

Less: Interest expense 

Net interest revenue 
Non-interest revenue 
Commissions 

Foreign exchange trading 

Other revenue 

Total n'on-interest revenue 

Total Revenue 


Salaries and staff benefits 

Depreciation of premises 
and equipment 

Other expenses and provisions 
Total Expenses 

Net income before income taxes 

Income taxes 

Net Income 


Net income 

Retained earnings brought forward 

From hidden taxed reserves - 
Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 

Total 

To statutory reserve 

To general reserve 

To voluntary reserve 

To reserves with associated companies 

Propos ed cash dividends 

Directors' remunerations . 

Retained Earnings Carried Forward 




ARAB BANK , GENERAL MANAGEMENT . SHMElfiANI , AMMAN 
P l) Bo* 950544-5 TELEPHONE 660115 660131 
TELEX : Z3C91 ARABM. JO FiY ■ 552 t ; 6 ) 606793 


3V12/1990 
USS ('000) 


1.013,803 

809,656 

204,147 

55,479 

52,722 

39,454 

147,655 

351.802 


84.684 

12,643 

99,674 

197.001 

154,801 

41,681 

113,120 


113,120 

3.429 


116,549 

961 
69,399 
1 8,048 
8,601 
14,687 

86 _ 

4,773 


31/T2/1989 
USS (*000) 


994.908 

820,137 

174,771 

v 47,210 
32,750 
46,535 
126,495 
301.266 


73,267 

6,633 

75.478 

155,378. 

•45.888 

47.778 

98.110 


98.110 

558 

19,455 

118.123 

1,158 

75,090 

14,810 

9.583 

13.972 

81 _ 

3,429 
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Liverpool looks to Barnes 
for magic touch against QPR 


LONDON (R) — Liverpool are 
hoping that John Barnes, en- 
joying a lucrative new contract, 
will reward the English Soccer 
League leaders with another 
touch of magic Saturday. 

After scoring twice in their 7-1 
thrashing of Derby last weekend, 
the England striker will be eager 
for some more goals in the first 
division match against lowly 
Oueen's Park Rangers at 
Anfield. 

QPR have not lost in seven 
games and manager Don Howe 
has tightened the defence con- 
siderably since the clubs met in 
London last December, with 
Barnes scoring in the 1-1 draw. 

Barnes, who did not impress 
while playing for England against 
Ireland Wednesday, will at least 
be more relaxed after signing on 
for another year with the defend- 
ing champions. 


“I would rather have John 
playing with us than against and 
this might put his mind at rest for 
the next few months, said Liver- 
pool manager Ronnie Moran. 
“He has proved over the years 
that he can win matches with one 
bit of magic." 

Arsenal, one point behind the 
leaders, will find it hard to forget 
Liverpool's scoreline when they 
meet bottom-of-the-table Derby 
but manager George Graham was 
not too worried. 

“Forget the seven goals — I'm 
just interested in the three 
points." Graham said. “There is 
bound to be a reaction from 
Derby to a defeat like that so it 
will just be a question of us 
roiling up our sleeves and battling 
for a win.” 

“We must show some pride and 
passion to prove how much last 
week's result hurt us," said Der- 


by manager Arthur Cox. The 
defeat was Derby's worst at home 
since 1959. 

Even though they are playing 
away, the north Londoners still 
face a somewhat easier task than 
Liverpool at home. 

Whatever the outcome, Liver- 
pool face a long trip to South- 
ampton on Easter Monday, 
knowing that Arsenal have two 
more days rest before they meet 
Aston Villa next Wednesday. 

Third-placed Crystal Palace are 
also away Saturday, at last-but- 
one Sunderland, who lost 3-1 to 
Villa last week. 

England striker fan Wright, a 
late substitute m the 1-1 draw 
against Ireland, will be after his 
20th goal of the season to keep 
the south Londoners' slim title 
hopes alive. 

With eigh't games remaining, 
they are five points behind Liver- 


France go for goals against Albania 


PARIS (R) — Michel Platini’s 
France will be looking for a hatful 
of goals against a weakened and 
dispirited Albania when the two 
nations meet in a European 
Championship Group one soccer 
qualifier Saturday. 

The Albanians, whose request 
for the match to be postponed 
because of political chaos in their 
country was turned down, arrived 
in Paris Friday a day late and 
lacking three players lost in 
Switzerland where a plane con- 
nection was missed. 

Their trainer Bejkush Birce. 
whose squad was already 
weakened by the refusal of league 
leaders Flamurtari to release its 
players as well as by the defec- 
tions of other internationals, was 
somewhat depressed on his arriv- 
al. 

“We are tired by our disturbed 
joumey." he said. “1 don't know 
hew we can get a result with a 
team which is not very good." 


Birce. whose team was 
thrashed 9-0 in Spain in their last 
Group I game, had only 13 play- 
ers at his disposal after striker 
Eduard Kacati and midfielders 
Gene lbro and Lorcnc Leskaj 
were left behind in Geneva. It 
was not dear whether they plan- 
ned to continue the joumey. 

French team boss Platini 
named a four-man attack Friday, 
featuring Auxerre wingers Pascal 
Vahirua and Christophe Cocard, 
in a dear attempt at a landslide 
victory. 

“We must not miss this 
chance." Platini said. “Let's try 
to approach it as we always do. 
Let's fry to play, to score goals and 
to take risks." 

France, leaders in Group I 
with maximum points from four 
matches, could be forgiven for 
feeling over-confident against an 
Albanian team which has always 
been near the rear of the Euro- 
pean soccer train and which has 


Soviets sweep U.S.-USSR 
amateur boxing tournament 


SPOKANE. Washington ( AP) — 
Soviet boxers swept fights in the 
six top weight divisions to defeat 
the United States’ top amateurs 
7-5 in the USA-USSR amateur 
boxing dual at the Spokane Col- 
iseum. 

.A 

The match featured bouts in 12 


the middleweight levels with a 3-2 
victory over European champion 
Konstantin Tziu at 139 pounds 
(63 kilograms). 

At 132 pounds (60 kilograms), 
two-time American champion 
Oscar de la Hoya defeated two- 
time world champion Ayrat Kha- 


OJympic-wcight categories. The matov 4-1 . while the United 

American Boxing Federation, States Ivan Robinson stopped 
which sanctions Olympics-style Kakhaber Baravi 4-1 at 125 

boxing, sent nine national cham- pounds (57 kilograms). Both are 

pions to the meet. Die Soviet national champions, 
team featured two world cham- 

gold medalists. Goodwill Games I ffodgCS getS 

In the super heavyweight gr i v 

category. Soviet champion O^IMdllCQ 
Eugcnv Beloussov defeated U.S. , _ 

champion Larry Donald 4-1. DUfl'lOr 

Eugcny Sudakov. the Soviet 

Union's top boxer in the hpcaffl hllHinO 
heavyweight division, decisioned **%<•***■ uuiuug 
Melvin Foster 5-0. Foster was a ______ _ , 

bronze medalist in the U.S. OppOlieili 
Championships. 

At the 17S-pound ( K 1 - LONDON (R) — Welsh i ntema- 
Kilogram) level. Soviet champion tional Glyn Hodges was banned 
Rostislav Zaulichny topped the for six matches by the English 
United States* Jeremy Williams Football Association (F.A.) after 
4-1. Soviet silver medalist Akaki admitting head butting an oppo- 
Kakauridzc beat U.S. champion nent. 

Chris Byrd 5-0 at 165 pounds (75 Midfielder Hodges, currently 
kilograms). on loan to Sheffield United from 

World champion Israel Akop- Crystal Palace, butted Gordon 
kopkhian edged American cham- Armstrong as the players left the 
pion Raul Marquez 3-2 at 156 pitch after a had-tempered first 
pounds 171 kilograms), while division relegation clash between 

Vladimir Ercschenko. a four- Sunderland and the Sheffield 

time Soviet champion, defeated team earlier this month. 

Pepc Reilly 5-0 at 147 pounds (67 The F.A. aiso fined Hodges 
kilograms). £1,000 (SI .750). He had already 

U.S. champion Vernon Forest been fined £2,000 ($3,500) by 
broke the Soviet's dominance at Sheffield United. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

'RyC Tripun# Media Snw Inc 


A WINNING LOSER 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K 4 3 2 
5 

Q 9 5 4 2 

♦ K J 5 

WEST EAST 

* Void * 1 10 8 5 

.• J 9 7 3 KQI0 642 

• J 10 6 Void 

♦ A Q 9 7 3 2 4 10 64 

SOUTH 
4 A Q 9 7 6 
A 8 

A K 8 7 3 
4 8 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 4 4 Pass 

6 4 Pas Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

Some hands are deceptive by their 
very simplicity. The winning line on 
this hand involves no complicated 
play, yet we would wager -that most 
players would overlook it. 

The auction might not be de- 
scribed as a thing of beauty. Howev- 
er, it did get North-South to an 
excellent spade slam. Even though 
six diamonds is the superior con- 
tract, it is by no means easy to reach 


once the 5-4 spade fit is uncovered. 

West led the acc of clubs and 
continued the suit. Dummy's jack 

held, and declarer discarded a heart 
from hand. Since only a 4-0 trump 
break would endanger the hand, de- 
clarer correctly cashed the king. 
Foresight was rewarded when West 
discarded a club. 

On a low spade lead from the 
tabic, East split bis spade honors, 
declarer's queen winning. Now- 
South had io return to dummy to 
repeat (he trump finesse, but on a 
diamond lead 10 the queen. East 
ruffed for down one. Tough luck, 
or was it? 

As so often happens, declarer had 
made a fatal error on an early trick. 
Instead of discarding a heart on the 
jack of clubs, declarer should have 
sluffed a diamond— that ''useless" 
heart had a key role to play. 

Later, once West had shown out 
on i he first trump lead, declarer 
would have had an easy and perfect- 
ly safe way to get to the board. 
South could have cashed the ace of 
hearts and ruffed a heart, and there 
would still have been a trump in 
dummy for a third-round lead of 
the suit. Once trumps were drawn, 
the rest of the hand would be high- 


now clearly gone off the rails. 

Platini named his former mid- 
field colleague Luis Fernandez as 
piavmaker for his 50th cap in a 
4-2-4 line-up which is highly un- 
usual in this modern soccer age. 

His resurrection of that virtual- 
ly extinct breed, the two-wing 
attack, will feed Marseille strikers 
Jean-Pierre Papin and Eric Can- 
tona as well as the nostalgic in- 
stincts of the Parc Des Princes 
crowd. 

It is unimaginable that France, 
unbeaten now in more than two 
years and with nine wins and a 
single draw in their last 10 games, 
should flop this time. 

Platini's hard-working team is 
quietly confident of topping the 
group and with 10 points from 
five games would be virtually 
certain of a place in the finals in 
Sweden next year. 

Birce. by contrast, was left in a 
state of dismay. “This match has 
come at the worst time in soccer 



Michel Platini 

history for this country." he said. 

The fixture, on the eve of the 
first free elections in Albania, has 
come after the defection of sever- 
al leading players to Greece and 
amid fears that more could soon 
follow. 


Seles advances easily to 
hardcourt quarterfinals 


SAN ANTONIO'. Texas (R) — 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia 
needed only 58 minutes to dis- 
pose of Germany's Claudia Por- 
wik 6-1. 6-4 to advance to the 
quarter-finals of the $225,000 
Women's Hardcourt Cham- 
pionships. 

Seles, the top seed in. the 32- 
draw tournament and the world 
number one woman player, said 
she was unhappy with her play 
after having to thwart a late surge 
by the 80th-ranked Powrik. 

“I was not going for my shots." 
Seles said. “I let ber take control 
of the match. She's a good player, 
and I was lucky to break back. I 
do need to take more control of 
the points." 

After breezing through the first 
set 6-1. Seles was broken in the 
second at 1-1. winning only one 
point. Porwik held service then 
broke Seles again to go up 3-2. 


Seles used two-handed ground- 
strokes and drives to go up 5-3. 
Porwik held serve to dose to 5-4 
and then staged off two match 
points before faltering. 

Seles will face American 127th- 
ranked Erika de Lone in the 
quarter-finals. De Lone beat 
Radka Zrubakova 64. 6-4 Thurs- 
day in the second round. 

American Susan Sloane, 
seeded seventh, used a strong 
baseline game to beat compatriot 
Ann Henricksson 6-3. 6-1. 

Sloane. ranked 36th. takes on 
second-seeded Steffi Graf of Ger- 
many. in the quarterfinals. 

Barring upsets. Seles and Graf 
will meet in Sunday's final. The 
world's top two players have not 
met this year, but Porwik. who 
has played each of them several 
times in the last year, gave Graf 
the edge. 


Milan to appeal against 
one-year UEFA ban 


pool and four behind Arsenal, so 
draws for the top two and a win 
for Palace would throw the title 
wide open agian. 

Southampton are likely to give 
defender Jon Gittens his debut 
against Manchester City follow- 
ing his transfer from second divi- 
sion Swindon while Sheffield Un- 
ited, after an appalling early sea- 
son, look for a ninth consecutive 
game without defeat. 

United are at home to 
relegation-threatened Luton, 
who beat the hosts 3-1 in die F.A. 
Cup third round in January. 

Wimbledon, who entertain 
Nottingham Forest, will be look- 
ing to extend their unbeaten run. 

And European Cup Winners’ 
Cup semifinalists Manchester 
United have a score to settle at 
Norwich, the club who last month , 
wrecked their dream of retaining ; 
the F.A. Cup. i 


MILAN. (R) — AC Milan have 
said they would appeal against a 
one-year ban from European dub 
soccer competitions following an 
incident in their European Cup 
quarter-final second leg at 
Marseille last week. 

“AC Milan, informed of the 
decision by UEFA's Control and 
Discipline Committee over the 
match with Olympique Marseille, 
informs that it will appeal against 
the sanction imposed on it," the 
dub said in a statement. 

The European Football Union 
(UEFA) banned Milan for one 
year, suspended dub delegate 
Adriano Galliani until July 31, 
1993, and awarded the match to 
Marseille by forfeit, 3-0. 

Milan, European Cup winners 
for the last two seasons, walked 
off the pitch when the floodlights 
failed and refused to return when 
the referee tried to restart the 
second leg tie. 

The statement did not specify 
whether Milan would appeal 
against all three parts of the 
UEFA ruling. 

AC Milan have until March 31 
to present their appeal. 

Milan, held 1-1 at home in the 
first leg, were 1-0 down in the 


second leg when floodlighting 
failed a minute from time. 

Galliani said Tuesday he would 
resign if the club were banned. 
“I’m ready to resign. I made a 
mistake through too much love 
(for the team)." he said. 

Veteran right back Mauro Tas- 
sotti said: “It’s an excessive sent- 
ence. undeserved, even if we 
made a mistake ... perhaps if they 
bad let us go back to the changing 
rooms we would have been able 
to calm down and maybe played 
on.” 

Gub President Silvio Berlusco- 
ni had been confident Milan, who 
had had no previous trouble with 
UEFA during their two-year 
reign as European champions, 
would get off lightly. 

UEFA Wednesday banned 
Dynamo Dresden from all Euro- 
pean club competitions for two 
seasons after rioting during the 
German team's European Cup tie 
against Red Star Belgrade. 

UEFA awarded the March 20 
quarter-final match, which was 
abandoned in the second half, 3-0 
to the Yugoslavs but Red Star 
were also fined 15,000 Swiss 
francs ($10300). 


Milan coach may leave at 
end of soccer season 


MILAN (R) — Coach Arrigo 
Sacchi said he may leave AC 
Milan at the end of the season 
and the only job he would accept 
in the future would be with a 
national team. 

“I told (Gub President Silvio) 
Berlusconi that I might quit 
coaching Milan," Sacchi said 
Thursday. 

“But r immediately assured 
him that I would not go to coach 
any other dub side." Sacchi told 
reporters during an impromptu 
news conference. after a training 
session at the dub's Milanello 
retreat outside Milan. 

“After four years at Milan. I 
think I have concluded this ex- 
perience of mine,” he said. 

Sacchi guided Milan to the 
Italian first division cham- 
pionship in 1988 and the Euro- 
pean Cup and world cup titles in 
1989 and 1990. 

“Milan's results do not come 
into this issue. I've had incredible 


satisfaction with this ream," Sac- 
chi said. 

AC Milan were knocked out of 
the European Cup last week and 
a recent string of poor league 
results has left them five points 
adrift of leaders Sampdoria. 

. On Wednesday they were ban- 
ned from European competition 
for a year after refusing to play on 
when floodlights failed moments 
before the end of their European 
Cup defeat in Marseille. 

Sacchi. whose contract runs 
until mid- 1992, said his decision 
was for personal reasons. 

He said he would not leave 
because of any problems with 
players, including Milan's Dutch 
trio Ruud Gullit. Marco Van 
Basten and Frank Rijkaard. 

“Van Basten has openly criti- 
cised Sacchi's tactics in the past 
few months. 

Sacchi said he had three op- 
tions: To say ‘at Milan, give up 
soccer or take on a national team. 


Sainz leads Safari Rally 


NAIROBI (AP) — Carlos Sainz 
of Spain-held onto. the lead Friday 
in the 39th Safari Rally as 
Japanese Toyota GT4s and Ita- 
ly’s Lancia Integrate fought for 
dominance. 

• Sweden's Bjorn Waldegaard. 
the defending champion, was 
close behind Sainz in another 
GT4 in the six-day race that 
began Wednesday in Nairobi. 

Finland’s Juha Kankknnen 
driving a Lancia Integrale held 
the third position, followed by 
Argentina's Jorge Ricalde in the 
last of the original three Lanrias 
still running. 

The third Lancia, driven by 


Italy's Massimo Biasion, dropped 
out of die 4 ^00-kilometre (2J9Gki 
mile) race after a collision with a 
truck in the second leg Thursday. 

Biasion’s accident was the 
second in the rally. On Wednes- 
day, cars driven by Briton David 
Liwellin and Kenyan Alwi Has- 
san abandoned the race after they 
collided. 

Sainz, the current world cham- 
pion, won the first leg Wednes- 
day to the Indian Ocean port of 
Mombasa where the vehicles 
stayed overnight. He repeated 
the feat on die second leg to 
Nairobi on Thursday and was first 
off the ramp Friday morning. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 30, 1991 

Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make plans with good friends early 
but later do nothing of a serial 
nature that could cause any upset 
in your present satisfactory rela- 
tionship. 

TAURUS (April 20 io May 20) 
Attend early to chose outside 
chores or worldly obligations and 

then you are able to quietly do the 
things that can free vital time in the 
future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some new situation that you 
can do considerable amount in the 
morning bin then quickly return to 
usual chides that you understand 
and are at home with. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you have in 
mind that does necessitate a con- 
versation to dear up in some 
annoying details is OK early after 
which do nothing. 

LEO: (July 2 2 to August 21) Get 
that new agreem en t with partners 
the first thing in the morning and 
then carry through without refer- 
ring situation to this associate la- 
ter. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some pretty clever 
means by which to get work done 
early so you cap later rake things 
easy and build up your health and 
well-being. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22} Take some lime out now to 
have some pleasant times early for 
late aspects change and it is neces- 
sary that you do refrain from being 
with unreliable persons. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) If you have anything im- 
portant to do. do it early for later 
you find that all kinds of 
annoyances can arise to annoy and 
disturb you today. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the moment 
for you to show that you are the 
one who does your assignments 
quietly and without raising anger 
with anyone else. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you have in 
mind that is financial in its nature 
requires careful and astute hand- 
ling now so avoid extravagance and ' 
frivolity. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out to get 
youiself in the pink of condition 
this day in both health and appear- 
ance and avoid some social groups 
where trouble could ensue. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A day to make sure you get rid 
of all the personal and initiate little 
problems facing you and to sides- 
tep the limitations that cause trou- 
ble. 

Today's child: IT your child were 
born today she or be is apt to be 
quite shy and will need to be 
brought out tenderly and carefully 
to avoid damage that may result 
from exposure to the wrong per- 
sons. In later years this child will 
have an unusual ability to aid 
others in finding their right nicbe in 
this world. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel, what you make of your life 
is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



"If these flowers don't calm down 
my wife, we can use them for 
my funeral.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Loa 


Unscramble than lour Jumbles, 
one tetter toeach square, to fora, 
tour onflnary words. 4 





Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


MttmnrtaK "UULXJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

| Junttes: TACKY PIECE DAMASK COUGAR 
Yesterday's ^ ^ thought he should go to the 

hospital when this Anally happened— 

AN IDEA “STRUCK" HIM 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 

1 One of the 
three Bs 

5 T.S. or George 
10 Sailors' saint 

14 Winglike 

15 Detection 
device 

16 — down 

• (demolish) 

1? J.P. Jones' 
ship 

20 Craving 

21 Teases . 

22 Use credit 

23 Auguries 

25 Mule driver 

26 Period of 
immaturity 

28 Footfall 

29 Cottonwood 

30 Prison 

31 Acronym lor 
weekend 
lovers 

35 Early US 
general 

38 Nights before 

39 Pealed 

40 Employed 

41 Scot, queen 

42 River craft 

43 Prodigious 
4 7 Culls 

48 Tropical lizard 

49 Griffin 

50 Heel 

S3 1775 battle 
site 

56 Release 

57 Error 

58 Oven 

59 Gemstone 

60 Mount 

01 Office Uem • 

DOWN 
t Cradle 
occupant 

2 Lily plant . 

3 Bombardment 
A Kingly abbr. 

5 While weasel 

8 Ewe young 
T March lime 
a Paddle 

9 Deception 


99391 


!■ aaaa 

laaaaaa 

aiaaaa 

■■■■■ ™ 

aaa 


ISM Tiibu«M*M Solves Irtc 
*11 RigMSi titW i L i i 


10 Early Allan 

11 Discover 

12 Dancer 
Champion 

13 Command 

18 Early trail 

19 Golt shot 

24 Some parents 

25 Wasp wound 

26 Moniker 

27 Norse king 

28 Heartless 

30 "Portion 

31 Corrupt 

32 Equilibrium 
device 

33 Arrow poison 

34 Govt. agts. 

36 Tribulations 

37 Spindle pan 

41 Make money 

42 Having a 
certain 
surface 

43 Annoys 

44 Gr. market 

45 More certain 


Vesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


miaou aajQ 
□□□□ □□Ham aciau 
□aaa aaaaa oionu 
□□□□□□□a chiedob 
_ oniaQ naaa 
aannaa ananaQac 
naaaa aaaaa aao 

□OQQ HUBQB UQDLj 

aoa omann aaaaa 
□□□□□bbq aaaaBB 
rj , □□□u auau 
□□anno ancmnaaH 

□□□£1 □□□□□ OLJIiJC 

□ana qsodo aaaoil 
□Baa naagg ggam 


46 Fined to me 
brim 

47 Intuit 
49 Sulk 

51 Ice and Iron 


52 Cold and 

54 “A — frtay-./ ; 
look on a, 
king” • 

55 Hot .or rant - 










nomy 
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Gulf war gives airlines their 
toughest time in forty years 


GENEVA 1 R) — Airlines lost 
more than $2 billion in the first 
two months of 1991 as the Gulf 
war pushed up the cost of fuel, 
insurance and airport security 
and scared away passengers, the 
International Air Transport 
Association (LATA) has said. 


World Bank 
gives IDA 
$275 million 


Egypt pinning hope on $400 m 
social fund to cushion reforms 


airlines around the world. 

“The Gulf crisis was the driving 
force, but other economic factors 
were at work as well, including 
the slowdown in the United 
States economy.*’ an LATA offi- 
cial said. 


"This has been the industry's 
most difficult period in more than 
40 years, and the effects will be 
felt for a long time.” Guenler 
Eser. director-general of IATA 
said in a statement. 

Losses in February alone were 
estimated at well over $1 billion, 
said IATA. which represents 201 


February saw an average 17 per 
cent fall-off in traffic worldwide, 
compared with the same month 
last year, LATA said. 

Middle East airline traffic was 
down 49 per cent. European 
activity off 16 per cent and North 
American traffic down 17 per 
cent. 

January traffic generally was 12 


per cent lower than i: had been a 
year earlier. 

IATA said 21.400 flights 
around the world were cancelled 
last month, six per cent of the 
total. The cancellations included 
6.600 by Middle Eastern carriers, 
12.1X10 by European airlines. 
2.000 by North American com- 
panies. 

Cancellations in January total- 
led 15.400. 

Middle Eastern operators lost 
$100 million in February. Euro- 
peans lost $640 million, while 
losses in North America and the 
rest of the world each amounted 
to $100 million. IATA said. 


Renault profits plunge 87% 


PARIS (R) — French carmaker 
Renault, blaming falling market 
share, a drop in productivity and 
heavy exceptional charges, has 
announced its 1990 profit plunged 
87 per cent. 

Regie Nationale des Usines 
Renault said net attributable pro- 
fit sank to 1.21 billion francs 
C$210 million) in 1990 from 9.29 
billion francs ($1.6 billion) in 
1989. 

Sales fell to 163.62 billion 
francs ($28.5 billion) from 174.48 
billion ($30.8 billion). 

While 1990 was a poor year for 
many European carmakers, with 
consumers holding off on car 


purchases during the Gulf crisis, 
state-owned Renault's profit was 
even worse than estimates recent- 
ly floated by its own managers. 


market shrank to 27.9 per cent 
from 29.2 per cent, while in Spain 
it slipped to 16.6 per cent ftom 19 
per cent. 


WASHINGTON (.AP) — The 
World Bank announced that it 
will put $275 million from its 
surplus into its fund for the 
poorest countries, called the In- 
ternational Development Asso- 
ciation I IDA), to help them meet 
costs due to the Gulf war. 

It will give another $33 million 
to the new global environment 
trust fund, set up last year by 
industrialised countries. 

The rest of the surplus earned 
in the year that ended June 30. 
amounting to $750 million, went 
into the bank’s reserves. The 
World Bank group’s largest ele- 
ment, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (IBRD), is owned by 155 
governments, with the Ltaited 
States holding the largest block of 
shares, [t earns most of its profit 
by borrowing on world markets. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt plans a 
$400 million quick fix to create 
jobs while it makes a painful 
switch ftom years of central plan- 
ning to a market economy. 

The cash will be distributed 
through a social fund, formed by 
the World Bank and expected to 
start up in June. 

Hamed A1 Mubarak, who be- 
came head of the fund this 
imonth. said international 
donors had pledged in principle 
around 70 per cent of the fund's 
$400 million target and more was 
on the way. 

“It’s designed to help vulner- 
able people during economic re- 
form and restructuring” he told 
Reuters. 

Mubarak is the cousin of Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak. 

The fund will finance labour- 
intensive projects in the private 
sector such as kerb, gutter and 


Louis Schweitzer, Renault's 
managing director, told reporters 
that the car maker's share of the 
European market slipped to 9.9 
per cent in 1990 from 10.4 per 
cent. 

This was made worse by a 1.3 
per cent decline in the overall 
European market, he said. 

Renault lost market share in 
both France and Spain, its main 
strongholds, the executive said. 
Renault's share of the French 


Renault's productivity, which 
grew eight per cent in 1989. fell 
by about five per cent last year, 
he said. 

Schweitzer said that despite the 
drop in the car marker's operat- 
ing margin, its performance re- 
mained average among European 
manufacturers — not as strong as 
Peugeot S.A. or General Motors 
Europe, but stronger than Ford’s 
European unit at Volkswagen 
A.G. 


Germany ousts U.S. 
as world’s top exporter 


EC official says mark should 
not be a reserve currency 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
The Deutschemark is not strong 
enough to oust the U.S. dollar 
and the Japanese yen to become 
the single reserve currency for the 
12-nation European Community 
(EC), a top EC official has said. 


EC Industry Commissioner 
Martin Bangemann said that 
although the mark is the 
strongest currency in Europe, 
“even a strong mark is not strong 
enough to hold its own against 


the dollar and the yen” as reserve 
currency. 

Reserve currencies like the yen 
and the dollar, the money of two 
economically strong countries, 
are held by governments and 
other financial institutions for in- 
ternational transactions and other 


“The deutschemark would 
eventually come under excessive 
strain.” Bangemann said in a 
speech to the German Forum in 


Bonn. 

The 12 EC members launched 
the first stage of a plan for a 
single currency and central bank 
last July. Most EC members 
agree that the eventual single 
currency should be the new Euro- 
pean Currency Unit (ECU) 
rather than an existing national 
currency like the mark. 

“The EC needs its own Euro- 
pean currency that carries weight 
internationaly,” Bangemann 
said. 


GENEVA (R) — Germany cele- 
brated unification by overtaking 
the LTnited States as the world's 
leading exporter in 1990. the 
GATT world trade body has said. 

A 16.5 per cent rise in the 
exchange rate of the mark against 
the dollar helped raise the dollar 
value of German merchandise 
exports to $421 billion, compared 
with $394 billion for the United 
States, a report by the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) secretariat said. 

Unification added $22.5 billion 
to German exports in 1990, when 
all exports of the former East 
Germany were counted in the 
overall total. 

The United States recorded a 
greater increase in export volume 
at 8.5 per cent against only 1.5 
per cent for Germany. 

Japan kept third place with 
exports up 4.5 per cent to $286 
billion. 

The report was a preliminary 
estimate of world commerce in 


1990 compiled by the secretariat 
of the 101-nation GATT from 


Exports push up Japan current 
account surplus in February 


TOKYO (R) — Strong export 
growth helped to push up Japan's 
unadjusted current account sur- 
plus 26.35 per cent in February, 
fuelling fears Japan will pile up 
even bigger surpluses in the 
months to come. 

The finance ministry reported 
Friday that the surplus had wide- 


ned to $6.09 billion in February 
from $4.82 billion a year earlier. 
The current account is the 
broadest measure of trade in 
goods and services. 

"A monthly increase is going to 
be the rule this year, not the 
exception." said Paul Summervil- 
le, economist at Jardine Fleming 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday. March 28. 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcuuchcmurk 


Buy 

Sen 

Swiss franc 

466.0 

French franc 

116.9 

681.0 


Japanese yen ffor 100) 

486.6 

1181.3 

I18K.4 

Dutch guilder 

351.8 

396.6 

39v.U 

Swedish crown 

110.3 



Italian lira (for 100) 

53.4 



Belgian franc (for 10) 

193.5 


Securities Ltd., Tokyo branch. 

The Japanese government has 
been trying to narrow the surplus 
under pressure from its major 
trading "partners and has been 
succeeding. Japan's current 
account surplus for the first 11 
months of the current fiscal year 
ending on March 31. totalled 
$29.5 billion, down nearly 35 per 
cent ftom the same period a year 
earlier. 

Summerville and other eco- 
nomists said recent data sug- 
gested years of progress in trim- 
ming the current account might 
be over. 

The current account measures 
trade in merchandise plus invisi- 
ble trade that includes services, 
insurance, tourism and remitt- 


msurance, tourism ana remitt- 
ances. 

Within the overall current 


account, the merchandise trade 
surplus swelled to $6.89 billion in 
February from $5.35 billion a 
year earlier. 

Exports climbed 12.19 per cent 
to $24.29 billion against $21.65 
billion last year. Die increase 
marked the ninth consecutive 
month of export growth, the last 
five of which have been in double 
figures. 

Economists said the healthy 
exports resulted from strong de- 
mand for Japanese products in Asia 
and Europe and the lingering 
effects of a weaker yen last year. 

Many of the goods delivered in 
February were contracted for in 
che middle of last year, when the 
yen was weaker and Japanese 
products were less expensive in 
foreign currencies. 


\ 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


RAINBOW 

Adel Imam — Mirvat Amin 


*7 


TIT FOR TAT 

(Arabic) 


3-230. 8:30 p.m- 


r Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420' 


cinema 


Tel: 634144' 

PHILADELPHIA 


Durald Laham — Madlin Tabar 
in 


KARATE KID II 


Kafroon 


Show: 330, 8i30. 10:30 p.m. 


Shorn 12.-30, 3:30, 8230, 10230 p.m. 


/Cinema 

Tel: 675571V 

/ Cinema 

Tel: 699238V 

/ 

NUOUNft \ 

/ 

PLAZA X 


Adel Adham & Najwa Fuad 
in 

THE REVENGE 


(Arabic) 


11-30. 3:30. 8-J0. 10230 p.m. 


TIGER ON THE BEAT 


Show: 1130. 3:15. 8:00. 10:00 p.m. 


gest jump in export rankings to 
21st place from 25th as earnings 
rose by nearly 40 per cent to $39 
billion, due to sharply higher oil 
exports and prices for crude oil. 

All Western Europe apart from 
Sweden boosted export values 
well above the average world 
increase of 13 per cent, with 
currency appreciation against the 
dollar playing an important role. 

Austria had the higest growth 
among the top 25 exporters with an 
increase of 28 per cent in value over 
1989. helped by surging exports to 
Germany. Brazil and the Soviet Un- 
ion recorded absolute declines of nine 
and 5.5 per cent, respectively. 


data on hand in early March. 
Saudi Arabia recorded ihe big- 


Iranians 
scramble 
to beat air 
fare rise 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranians plan- 
ning to travel abroad are scramb- 
ling for bookings to beat a big 
price rise set for April 3. 

Iran Air’s new fare schedule, 
published in the local press, 
showed increases from 21 per 
cent on the Tehran-Dubai route 
to 897 per cent on flights to 
Tokyo. 


The newspaper Kayhan said 
higher prices are also expected in 
domestic air fares. “From now on 
air travel will be the exclusive 
domain of the rich," Ali Abed- 
zadeh, managing director of the 
state-run domestic Asseman Air- 
line, told Kayhan. 

The increases result from a 
change in regulations by the cen- 
tral bank which values the rival at 
drastically different rates for 
different purposes. 


The increases are not as much 
as the rate change because the 
government has abolished a 
200,000 riyal ticket tax. 

The new currency rule applies 
to foreign airlines as well. They 
are expected to follow with simi- 
lar price rises for Iranian 
travellers. Foreigners already pay 
in hard currency. 


pavement building for streers, 
hooking water up to bouses and 
rubbish collection, said Robert 
Wil deman. head of a World Bank 
delegation that has spent the last 
two weeks in Cairo working out 
details. 

It will also make loans to small 
businessmen and companies to 
help them expand and hire work- 
ers. 


in spare parts to get idle equip- 
ment running again as quickly as 
possible. One target was the pub- 
lic bus system. According to eco- 
nomists, some 800 buses in Cairo 
alone are faulty. 

The soda! fund will comple- 
ment a World Bank structural 
adjustment loan that was tenta- 
tively approved last week and 
could value as much as $550 
million. 


Western economists said 
Egypt’s move toward a free mar- 
ket will inevitably email price 
increases and the loss of jobs, 
espedally in inefficient state- 
owned enterprises. 

Wildeman said the fund would 
rely on local authorities and busi- 
ness groups as much as possible 
to pinpoint projects. “The local 
community knows best where it is 
hurting,” he said. 

Another goal would be to rush 


The loan will be a direct cash 
transfer to support the govern- 
ment's budget. It will be released 
when Egypt signs an accord on 
economic reform with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 

Diplomats were told at a brief- 
ing on March 19 that potential 
donors to the social fund would 
be invited to a meeting in May to 
make firm cash pledges. 

Wildeman said the World Bank 


was trying to talk other donors 
who have earmarked separate 
funds for Egypt into spending 
these on projects related to the 
fund to avoid duplication of 
effort. 

Among these are the Japanese, 
who plan to give Egypt $65 mil- 
lion in aid, and fixe European 
Community, which plans to give 
$240 million, Wildeman said. 

Project members said reason- 
ably firm pledges included $50 
million from the Arab Fund for 
Social and Economic Develop- 
ment, $50 million from the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development, $55 million from 
the U.S. Agency for Internation- 
al Development, $70 million from 
the World Bank and $10 million 
from Sweden. 

Norway. Germany, Switzer- 
land and Denmark have also 
made offers, officials said. 


New claims for unemployment 
benefits in U.S. remain high 


China's imports fell in value by 
8.5 per cent while exports grew 18 
per cent, resulting in a shift in its 
trade balance to an $8 billion 
surplus in 1990 from a S6.5 billion 
deficit in 1989. 

Depreciation of the dollar 
against the French franc helped 
lift France into a tie for third place 
with Japan amongst leading im- 
porters, both registering totals of 
$234 billion, the GATT report 
said. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of new claims for unem- 
ployment benefits remained 
above the half-million mark for a 
second consecutive week in 
March, something that had not 
happened in more than eight 
years, the Labour Department 
said Thursday. 

The department said that 
510,000 people filed initial claims 
for state unemployment insur- 
ance in the week ending March 
16, after 519,000 claims filed in 
the previous week. 

While the number of new 
claims can be erratic from week 
to week, analysts said the high 
levels suggested that the reces- 
sion was continuing in March 
despite other, more favourable 
reports showing a big jump in 
consumer confidence and signs of 
life in the housing industry. 

“There is a recovery out there 
in the not-too-distanl future, bur 
it is not in the immediate future." 
said Bruce Steinberg, an econom- 
ist with Merrill Lynch financial 
firm in New York. “We still have 
a few more months of lousy eco- 
nomic numbers to go through.” 


In a separate report Thursday, 
the Commerce Department said 
consumer spending, depressed 
for months, rose by 0.6 pier cent 
in February, primarily on the 
strength of higher automobile 
sales'. 

The rise in consumer spending 
was the biggest since a 0.8 per 
cent increase last September, but 
economists were unimpressed. 
They said the gain was primarily a 
reaction to the severe 0.6 percent 
spending drop in Januaiy. 

They noted that Americans' 
income growth remained depress- 
ed last month, posting a tiny 0.2 
per cent gain after having fallen 
0.4 pier cent in January. 

Disposable income — after- 
tax income after accounting for 
inflation — looked even more 
lackluster, rising by just 0.1 per 
cent in February. It had fallen by 
0.9 per cent in January. 

Analysts attributed the weak 
income growth to the rising level 
of unemployment, which hit a 
four-year high of 6.5 per cent in 
February. They predicted it 
would climb to 6.7 per cent or 
higher in March based on the 


large increase in jobless claims 
so far this month.. 

The Bush administration has 
been predicting that the reces- 
sion, which pmshed overall econo- 
mic growth down by 1.6 pier cent 
in the October- December quar- 
ter, will end by midyear. 

But economists said for the 
turnaround to occur, the weekly 
jobless claims level will have to 
start shrinking rather than ex- 
panding. 

Unemployment claims are now 
at foe highest level since Januaiy 
and February of 1983, a period 
when the country was just begin- 
ning to pull out of foe steep 
1981-82 recession. Jobless claims 
hit a weekly high of 676,000 
during that downturn, which saw 
unemployment climb to a post- 
depression record of 10.8 p>er 
cent. 

Economists said they believed 
the jobless rate in this downturn 
mil not go higher than seven per 
cent, but they also said a variety 
of factors will dampen the en- 
suing recovery, making it much 
less robust than foe typical re- 
bound. 4 *" 


. c. 

Yugoslavia may face problems 
with large debt repayments 


Iran Air will in future buy 
foreign currency at the “competi- 
tive rate,” 600 riyals to the dollar, 
instead of the old official rate of 
68 riyals. A third "open market” 
rate values the riyal at 1,350 to 
the dollar. 

A round-trip ticket to Tokyo 
will cost nearly 1.6 million riyals 
($1,140 at the open market rate) 
— more than a year’s salary of 
many civil servants. 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia 
may face problems making sche- 
duled repayments on its $18 bil- 
lion foreign debt because of its 
political crisis, a senior central 
bank official said in an interview. 

Zarko Trbojevic, vice governor 
of foe National Bank of Yugosla- 
via, said the flow of hard currency 
into foe country had slowed and 
Yugoslavia badly needed a new 
standby agreement with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Yugoslavia's repayments of 
principal and interest this year 
should be $4.8 billion, be said in 
the interview with Tan jug news 
agency, published by foe Borba 
newspaper. 

“At a time when industrial 
output is falling and exports are 
unsatisfactory, this puts a sizeable 
burden on currency earnings,” 
Trbojevic said. 

“It can also be said with great 
certainty that considerable help 
from foreign creditors will not 
materialise if there is no radical 
reduction of political tensions in 
this country. One does not even 
dare think about the situation we 
will be in if there is not enough 
currency to repay foreign loans,” 
he pointed out. 

He said foe situation could be 
remedied if the political crisis 
eased and the IMF granted 
Yugoslavia a $1 billion standby 
loan that would clear the way for 
about $2.5 billion in loans from 
other lenders. 

Yugoslavia has been plunged 
into crisis by disputes among its 
six republics and many 1 ethnic 
groups. 

Their rivalries have blocked 
the way to agreement with the 
IMF, which says it will grant the 


loan only if the republics accept 
the Yugoslav government's 
Western-style economic reforms. 

The independence-minded re- 
publics, led by Slovenia and 
Croatia, have blocked several key 
reforms because they oppose 
greater federal control of the 
economy. 

A key dispute concerns foe 
republic’s contributions to foe 
federal budget, espedally to de- 
fence spending. 

Yugoslavia’s political crisis has 
set back economic reforms so 
much that its economy could fall 
behind the rest of Eastern 
Europe, Western and Yugoslav 
economists said. 

Yugoslavs have long enjoyed 
better living standards, a wider 
choice of goods and better busi- 
ness opportunities than most of 
their Eastern European neigh- 
bours, largely thanks to big West- 
ern loans after It split with the 
Soviet Union in 1948. 

But two weeks of political 
chaos that have paralysed the 
collective presidency, the highest 
state body, have worsened an 
economic crisis in which reforms 
are blocked by ethnic rivalry. 


inflation is soaring and foreign 
debts are a huge burden. 

Yngoslav economists said 
street protests in Belgrade last 
week and the presidency arias 
had increased economic prob- 
lems. They said living standards 
were already faffing rapidly. 

“The crisis has increased un- 
certainty among domestic enter- 
prises and foreign investors be- 
cause nobody can plan in the 
medium, let alone foe long- 
term,” said Ljubcmrir Madjar, an 
expert at the Belgrade Institute of 
Economics. 

“It has reduced foe ability of 
the government to form and im- 
plement policy and laws are being 
respected by the republics less 
and less,” be said. 


Madjar said key problems were 

anim al inflati on which hit 1M per 
cent last year, losses by Yugoslav 
companies which he put at eight 
to $10 billion in 1990, an $18 
billion foreign debt and faffing 
industrial output. 

“The economy has to keep 
going because people have to 
live. But can it run efficiently? 
the answer b no,” he said. 


HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

Palm Sunday March 31 8.00 am Holy Communion 

6.30 pm Eucharist with Blessing oi Palms 
Maundy Thursday April 4 5:00 pm Eucharist with Washing of feet 
Good Friday, April 5 6.00 pm Good Friday Service (Arabic/English) 

Holy Saturday, April 6 8:00 pm Easter Vigil with Renewal of Bap- 
tismal Vows 

Easter Day, April 7 6:00 am Dawn Service at Mount Nebo 

6:30 pm Easter Eucharist 

Tel: 628543 


Easter Day, April 7 


WANTED FOR WORK 


We need Filipina and Sri Lankan girls to work part or full time. 
Details can be discussed. 


Please phone 616588. 


HOUSE OF ANTIQUES 

In Omar Al-Mohtaseb Center, ABDOUN near Queen Alia 
Foundation. Tel: 824698 
■A Old Bohemian jewelry box, and nargileh 

* Old Russian silver belt, coins dating 1830-1865 

* Old Malayer carpet. 200x130 cm.. 

Open dally During Ramadan 11a.m. — 5p.m.. 


CAR FOR SALE 


OPEL RECORD model 1983 colour beige, digital radio 
cassette, slide roof, excellent condition, Jordanian yellow 
plate. 

For further information call 698036 
Price JD 2,000 - excellent bargain.' 


CAR FOR SALE 


FORD Escort 1989, 4 dr hatchback, white, red 
interior, AC, PS/PB, RW defogger, AM-FM radio 
duty unpaid 

Please call: 823656 


F 
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7 killed in Natal 

South African judge to 
probe Daveyton clash 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) - 
Seven people were killed in a 
tense township in Natal province, 
police said Friday, and the justice 
minister ordered a judicial in- 
quest into the Daveyton clash 
that killed 13. 

Police said two hacked and 
stabbed bodies were found in the 
Ndaleni township in Natal Thurs- 
day . and five men were fatally shot 
in a township dwelling. 

The killings came on the eve of 
the Easter holiday, when blacks 
who h.oe left their homelands 
and townships to work in other 
pans of the country return to visit 
their families. 

Police described Ndaleni as 
tense. 

Natal has been tom by years of 
fighting between supporters of 
the African National Congress 
and the Inkatha Freedom Parry, 
the two largest black opposition 
groups, in which more than 5.000 
people have died. 

Conflict in Ndaleni in January 
caused hundreds of residents to 
flee the area. The latest trouble 
begun when more than 300 ANC 
supporters returned in buses 
Wednesday, the South African 
Press Association reported. 

An ANC official said the con- 


tingent received a hostile recep- 
tion. claiming shots were fired at 
the buses as they approached 
Ndaleni. 

Police spokesman Lt. Henry 
Budhram said the two people 
found dead Thursday were be- 
lieved to be Inkatha supporters. 
No details were available on the 
identities of the five bodies disco- 
vered Friday. 

Chronic violence, mostly black 
faction fighting, spread to the 
Johannesburg area from Natal last 
August, killing more than 1.000 
people. Despite pleas for peace 
by black leaden, the conflict has 
continued. 

Recent fighting between In- 
katha and ANC supporters in the 
Alexandra and Tembisa 
townships killed scores of people. 
Lust Sunday, police lashed with 
armed ANC supportes in 
Daveyton. east of Johannesburg, 
near a township stadium where 
Inkatha was holding a rally. 

A white policeman was hacked 
and stabbed ro death, and police 
gunfired killed 12 blacks. Dozens 
of people were injured. 

Police said they opened fire in 
self-defence when the ANC sup- 
porters attacked them. ANC offi- 


cials said police told the crowd of 
about 200 people to disperse then 

began shooting without provoca- 

tion. 

Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee 
announced a judge would be 
appointed to investigate the inci- 
dent, the worst clash in months 
involving security forces. 

SikUar inquests into two shoot- 
ing incidents involving security 
forces in the Sebokeng township 
last year concluded police and 
soldiers opened fire without per- 
mission. 

Coetsee said he wanted the 
Daveyton inquest to begin quick- 
ly because previous investigations 
were held too lon£ after the 
incidents, resulting in a loss of 
evidence. 

The ANC has accused security 
forces of instigating township vio- 
lence to destabilise opposition 
groups. The government denies 
the charge. 

The ANC-Inkatha clash has 
tribal and political roots. Most In- 
katha supporters are Zulus, while 
Zhosas and other blacks make up 
the bulk of ANC supporters. 

Both groups oppose apartheid 
but differ on how to establish a 
non-racial South Africa. 


Gunman kills 3 Catholics in N. Ireland 


CRAIG AVON. Northern Ire- 
land i API — The primate of the 
Anglican Church Friday conde- 
mned the slaying of two Catholic 
shopgirls and a customer, be- 
lieved committed b> Protestant 
paramilitaries. 

No group claimed responsibil- 
ity for the killings Thursday even- 
ing of a IV-year-old woman, her 
!'v-year-o!d friend and a male 
customer, police said. 

But the British Broadcasting 
Corp. iBBCl Friday said the 
attack appeared to have been the 
work of Protestant paramilitaries. 

Robin Eames. primate of the 


Anglican Church of Ireland, said 
in a BBC Radio interview; "I am 
simply trying to cry out from the 
midst of the Protestant commun- 
ity and say that if this was done in 
our name we utterly reject it, and 
we say to our Roman Catholic 
neighbours it is not done by our 
mandate.” 

Police said two masked gun- 
men in a blue van pulled up 
opposite a mobile grocery shop at 
Drumbeg South, a predominantly 
Catholic public housing project 
30 kilometres southwest of Bel- 
fast, late Thursday. 

One gunman dragged a 14- 


S. Korea 
to buy 120 
F-16 Jets 
from U.S. 

FORT WORTH. Texas (AP) — 
South Korea hopes to buy 120 
F-io fighters from Genral Dyna- 
mics Corp. In a $5.2 billion deal 
boosting the company's Fort 
Worth plant, where 7.IHMI work- 
ers have been laid off since the 
sun of the year. 

Final details of the contract 
must si ill he worked out and 
Congress must approve it. offi- 
cial said Thursday. 

South Korea in iVS9 agreed to 
a SI “-billion deal to buy 12H 
F--\-!.v ret fighters frnm McDnn- 
neli Douglas Corp. But some 
members of Congress objected 
because only 12 of the planes 
would be built in the United 
Stales 

A new defence minister in 
South Korea ordered a review of 
the deal last fall, opening the 
door tor a renewed bid by Gener- 
al Dynamics 

”lt's been a long time on the 
books, several years that we’ve 
been going through this competi- 
tion.” said Dwain May field. 
General Dynamics vice president 
in charge of F-!b development. 

“It came as a surprise to us to 
learn the F-lb had been 
selected.” said Lee Whitney, 
spokesman for McDonnell Air- 
craft Cn. in St. Louis. 

General Dynamics will build IS 
of the 12 m F-lfis in Fori Worth 
between 169 1 and 199^. assuming 
the deal js approved. The rest 
would then be built with company 
assistance in South Korea. 

Rep. Pete Gercn. a Texas 
Democrat, said he is confident 
Congress will approve the Gener- 
al Dynamics deal. 

"South Korea is really a great 
ally of oun>. one that we have a 
strong alliance and one that we 
have hud a long relationship 
with.” Gercn said. 

•‘That's not to say it’s a fore- 
gone conclusion. It's something 
we’li have to work on." he said’ 

The deal was the first good 
news in months at the Fort Worth 
plant but won't change plans to 
trim the work force from 23.000 
to ly.UOO this year. 

“We won’t add any people hut 
we will be able to keep SOU to 

i.000 people we would have lost 
with the downturn in the defence 
business.” Mayfield said. 

The air force recently 
announced a reduction in its 
pruchuse plans for the F-16. the 
plant's main product, and the 
Pentagon in January cancelled 
development of the navy's A- 12 
Stealth fighter. 

'it's a positive note in a time 
when you don't have too many 
positives," said Less Caraway of 
the plant’s machinists union. 


year-old girl outside by her hair 
and forced her to kneel on the 
ground. 

He then shot to death both 
women inside the shop and a man 
who was about to enter, police 
said. 

News reports speculated the 
slayings may have come in re- 
taliation for sectarian slayings of 
Protestants in recent months. 

The BBC said police had 
warned the shop's owner about 
Protestant paramilitary threats of 
violence but had thought gunmen 
would not kill a female employee. 

?- 


Kohl vilified by people 
who once cheered him 


BONN (AP) — Helmut Kohl 
once promised that no German 
would suffer after unification. 

He was wrong, and Kohl him- 
self is one of the victims. 

The chancellor's popularity six 
months ago when Germany was 
unified has been eroded by rhe 
arduous task of trying to make 
unification work. 

In the euphoria of unity. Kohl's 
party in December won the first 
election of a unified Germany. 

Bur in former west Germany. 
Kohl has come under fire for 
breaking an election pledge that 
his government would not in- 
crease taxes to finance unity. 
Now, the government has plans 
to raise sales taxes, and a 7.5 per 
cent income tax increase is due 
July 1. 

The chancellor's tumble is most 
visible, and audible, in former 
cast Germany. Viewed by eastern 
Germans as a saviour before uni- 
ty on Oct. 3. Kohl is now consi- 
dered a fraud by many. 

On the same east German 
streets and square where shouts 
of “Helmut. Helmut." echoed 
through the air before unifica- 
tion. impoverished protesters are 
now yelling "go away. Kohl.” 

Leipzig's Augustus Square, 
where Kohl last year vowed "no 
one will be any worse off after 
German unity.” is referred to by 
Leipzigers as "the square of 
broken promises" because of 
eastern Germany’s deepening 
economic crisis. 

Kohl, who once reveled in 
addressing enthusiastic east Ger- 
mans. has been avoiding the re- 
gion, and is being castigated for 
his absence. 

As more than SU.U00 people 



Helmut Kohl 

rallied Leipzig Monday, the chan- 
cellor was in Austria for his 
annual sUmming-down vacation. 

The Leipzig Tageblatt news- 
paper Tuesday observed that 
while the portly Kohl was trying 
to shed pounds at a mountain 
resort, jobless east Germans were 
worrying how ro pay for their 
groceries. 

“Tens of thousands took to 
the streets, and the man they 
blame is dieting in Austria.” the 
newspaper said. 

Angry because Kohl has not 
ventured into the region for a 
personal look at their problems, 
protesters have threatened to 
march on Bonn. 

Kohl has responded by saying 
he understands eastern Germans’ 
rage and has promised them an 
economic turnaround within five 
years. At the same time he has 
told them to work harder. 


EC aid 
programme 
for Soviet 
Union 
stalled 

BRUSSELS (R) — An urgent 
food aid programme for the 
Soviet Union announced by the 
European Community before 
Christmas appears still to be stal- 
led while the EC checks the 
information from Moscow about 
who will get the food. 

The programme worth nearly $1 
billion in food aid and credits was 
announced in December at the 
EC's Rome summit, but had still 
not got under way by Easter 
Friday. 

“It is my impression it could be 
some time before any of it (the 
food aid) moves.” said an official 
of the Catholic charity Caritas, 
one of the private agencies 
through which the aid would 
probably be channelled. 

A Brussels-based Western di- 
plomat said the ECs Executive 
Commission was struggling to get 
clear indications from Moscow on 
the identities of end users for 

80.000 tonnes of food planned as 
a first portion of what is supposed 
to be emergency aid. 

“They get lists of warehouses 
and factories when what they 
want are names of old people's 
homes, orphanages and so on. 
They don’t want aid to disappear 
or end up with the army,” he 
said. 

A commission official acknow- 
ledged that the EC executive still 
had to check that aid requested 
would reach the right hands. 

The official said Moscow had 
sent new lists of aid destinations 
at the end of last week in re- 
sponse to commission requests for 
greater precision, but the in- 
formation was all in Russian and 
was taking time to analyse. 

A spokeswoman at the Soviet 
embassy said the commission now 
had all the information it needed 
and that aid deliveries should 
start by the end of April. 

The food aid. especially meat, 
baby food and milk powder, was 
planned to help the Soviet Union 
through the winter, but the 
embassy spokeswoman said: 
"The need is still as great as 
before. Our spring is like January 
here." 

Asked whether die Soviet Un- 
ion really needed food aid on the 
scale offered by the EC, she said 
this was “difficult to say" because 
the Soviet food distribution sys- 
tem bad broken down. 

EC leaders at the Rome sum- 
mit, eager to shore up President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's tonering re- 
form programme, pledged up to 
250 million ECUs (1300 million) 
in guarantees for commercial 
bank loans for Moscow to buy 
EC food. 

Work on the Soviet credit 
guarantee programme — but not 
officially the direct food aid 
scheme — was held up for weeks 
in protest at the deaths of 22 
people in January . 

The Caritas official said the 
main problem is distributing aid 
in the Soviet Union was the abs- 
ence of any tradition of 
benevolent organisations. 

Such groups existed in certain 
areas such as Vilnius, the Lithua- 
nian capital, but in Moscow and 
other cities many supposedly 
charitable associations were inex- 
perienced or were linked to the 
army, he said. 

The Caritas official said that to 
avoid aid going astray it might be 
necessary to allocate it in small 
portions to individual needy fami- 
lies identified by Orthodox 
priests or other Christian activ- 
ists. 

A Soviet delegation led by Yuri 
Chumakov, deputy minister for 
foreign economic relations, made 
progress in talks about the food 
credits with commission officials 
in Brussels this week, the Soviet 
spokeswoman said. 


Soviet foreign minister in Tokyo 
to prepare for Gorbachev visit 


TOKYO (AP) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh arrived Friday to prepare 
for Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s vist next month, the 
first-ever trip to Japan by a Soviet 
head of state. 

Bessmertnykh said he would 
lay the groundwork for a success- 
ful summit between Gorbachev 
and Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifii, despite a territorial dis- 
pute that has prevented the sign- 
ing of a peace treaty to formally 
end wartime hostilities between 
the two nations. 

“I will try to examine and find 
solutions for the most difficult 
problem existing between our 
two countries," Bessmertnykh 
said after arriving. 

"Upcoming meetings (in 
Tokyo) ... will provide solid 
ground for realising an effective 
summit between the Soviet and 
Japanese leaders,” he said. 

In recent weeks, officials in 
both countries have cautiously 
indicated they hope to resolve the 
45-year-old dispute over the Kuril 
Islands during Grobacbev's visit. 

Japan has said settlement 
would pave the way for the sign- 
ing of a peace treaty, the prere- 
quisite for increased investment 
and aid for tbe ailing Soviet eco- 
nomy. 


AfteT Gorbachev met earlier 
this week in Moscow with Ichiro 
Ozawa, secretary general of 
Japan’s ruling Liberal Democra- 
tic Party. Kaifu said the Soviet 
leader appeared to have softened 
his stance on the territorial issue. 

In an interview with Japan's 
Kyodo News Service reported 

Thursday, Gorbachev acknow- 
ledged he planned to discuss the 
Kuril Islands dispute during his 
visit. 

But he also said he expected 
“no surprises” unless the 
Japanese government alters its 
position, suggesting he does not 
plan to agree to return all the 
disputed islands. 

The Soviets seized the group of 
islands off Japan's northern coast 
in the final days of World War II. 
expelling 16,000 residents. 
Soviets have since occupied their 
abandoned fishing villages. 

Japanese officials have sug- 
gested Moscow agree to a gradual 
return of the islands, returning 
two smaller islands first and nego- 
tiating a later handover of the 
others. 

The Soviet Union agreed in 
1956 to return two islands. But 
after Japan signed a security trea- 
ty with the United States in the 
same year. Moscow ignored the 


Japanese daim and refused to 
negotiate, claiming it didn’t want 
such a dose neighbour to be 
allied with its then-cold war 
enemy. 

A survey released Friday by 
the Nikkei Shimbuti. a leading 
financial newspaper, showed a 
majority of Japanese would agree 
to a phased return of the islands. 

The telephone poll of 10,000 
people found 65.6 per cent would 
agree to a gradual return, 17.6 
per cent wanted ail tbe territory 
returned at once. 1.7 per cent 
wanted only two islands to be 
returned, and 5.1 per cent were 
satisfied with the current situa- 
tion. The remaining 7 per cent 
did not reply, it said. No margin 
of error was provided. 

During his visit. Bessmertnykh 
is expected to meet with Kaifu 
and Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama to discuss internation- 
al and bilateral issues. 

Up to 16 bilateral agreements 
are being prepared for signing 
during the Soviet president’s 
visit, his foreign minister has said. 

"High-Ietrel talks between the 
two countries will open up a 
genuine good neighbour, mutual- 
ly beneficial, cooperative rela- 
tionship,” Bessmertnykh said af- 
ter his arrival in Tokyo. 


U.S. embassy officials scramble 
to restore communications after fire 


MOSCOW (AP) — U.S. diplo- 
mats are scrambling to restore 
sensitive communications and set 
up temporary offices following a 
six-hour blaze that seriously dam- 
aged the U.S. embassy. 

State Department specialists 
were en route to Moscow to 
assess the damage from Thurs- 
day's fire, and one U.S. source in 
Washington said virtually all se- 
cure operations had been halted. 

The only way to conduct secure 
communications was through the 
diplomatic pouch, said the 
source, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 


The blaze, which forced 200 
employees to flee tbe building, 
caused no serious injuries, U.S. 
and Soviet officials said. 

The fire at tbe troubled 
embassy struck at an especially 
critical time for U.S. envoys in 
Moscow. 

The Soviet Union is under- 
going an intense domestic crisis 
and negotiations are incomplete 
on a strategic arms treaty and a 
conventional arms deal between 
the Kremlin and the United 
States. Those talks are holding up 
a Moscow summit between U.S. 
President George Bush and 


Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Tbe fire was caused by welding 
sparks in an elevator shaft under 
renovation, according to Soviet 
reports. Flames swept to the at- 
tic, badly damaging the roof, 
which bristles with antennas. 

The embassy, rented by the 
U.S. government since 1953, has 
been plagued by fires and espion- 
age intrigue ranging from myste- 
rious microwave bombardments, 
bugging and a sex-for-secrets 
scandal involving Marine guards 
in 1987. 


1st Soviet convoy to pull out of Poland 


WARSAW (AP) — The first 
convoy of Soviet troops to per- 
manently leave Poland will be 
formally seen off April 9 from a 
town that does not officialy exist, 
officials said Friday. 

A missile brigade will leave in a 
convoy from Bome-Sulinowo, 
tbe centre of the largest military 
firing ranges in Poland, according 
to a report Thursday by the Pol- 
ish news agency (PAP). 

Col. Boris Zagibalov, deputy 
commander of the Soviet North- 


ern Army Group stationed in 
Poland, said tbe withdrawal just 
over two weeks after negotiations 
were completed will be "proof of 
our goodwill." 

Important military bases in the 
Eastern Bloc were never marked 
on civilian maps in an attempt to 
keep their whereabouts un- 
known. A government spokes- 
woman said Bome-Sulinowo is 
near tbe Baltic coast city of Kos- 
zalin. 4 

“It's an extraordinary situation 


where the Soviets have an entire 
town in a foreign country.” she 
said, including a school and shops 
to support a major military com- 
plex. 

The Soviets have 50,000 troops 
in Poland, most stationed near 
the western border with former 
East Germany. The Soviets re- 
mained in Poland after World 
War II and their troops were part 
of the military structure of the 
Warsaw Pact, which officially will 
be dissolved Monday. 


No ‘image-makers’ for U.K. premier 


LONDON (R) — John Major 
hates the intrusions into his priva- 
cy that being prime minister en- 
tails and has vowed never to 
resorr to an "image-maker” to 
change public perceptions of him 
as dull. 

Major, in a half-hour television 
interview due to be aired Mon- 
day, said he had wanted to be a 
politician since he was a small boy 
but found the loss of privacy and 
the strains on family life the most 
difficult aspects of public office. 

"It does turn your personal life 
upside down and it does impose 
strains on other members of the 
family," he said in the Granada 
Television interview. “I dislike 
that very much.” 

In his first full-scale interview 
since taking office last November 
following Margaret Thatcher's 
resignation, he said intelligence 
and common sense were most 
important and he himself was 
schooled in “the university of 
life." He did, however, win a 
qualification in banking from a 
correspondence course. 

Major, whose critics like to 
refer to him as a “grey man in a 


grey suit.” firmly rejected any 
suggestion he should call in con- 
sultants to change his image as 
Thatcher frequently did during 
her 111* years in power. 

“I don't think I am in the 
business of changing myself. I 
don't think it would be right ... 
and I don’t propose to do it,” he 
said, interviewed in bis private 
flat above his official residence at 
10 Downing Street. 

“It wouldn't ring true with me. 
I'm afraid people will have to 
take me ... as I am. I’m not 
publicly flamboyant, that is per- 
fectly true. I think flamboyance is 
often best kept for private occa- 
sions, with people you know ex- 
tremely well." 

Asked whether it was true that 
he had six identical grey ties in his 
wardrobe. Major said: “It is un- 
true.” "But he added; "What 
tends to be the case is that once I 
put on a tie. I tend not to change 
it every day. I keep it for several 
days.” 

His rise has been meteoric. He 
ony entered parliament in 1979. 
but since then has held three of 
the most important offices of 


state — chancellor of the exche- 
quer (finance minister), foreign 
secretary and now prime minis- 
ter. 

In the interview, Major dismis- 
sed public concerns that the 
pressure of the job, including, 
during the Gulf war, presiding 
over the biggest deployment of 
British forces since World War II. 
had caused his health to suffer. 

“I’ve had not a single day off 
work unwell ... for about 25 
years, so I think that's a fairiy 
satisfactory record,” he said. 

He lavished praise on Thatch- 
er. said he strongly supported 
many of her policies. 

Reminded that he once de- 
scribed Thatcher, known to the 
world as the “iron lady,” as a 
“lovable character." Major re- 
plied, “Did I? I think — well, she 
is. I think she is.” 

"I think the public Mrs. 
Thatcher that people see is in 
many ways very sharply different 
from the private Mrs. Thatcher 
that people know," he said. She 
was responsible for “innumer- 
able" acts of kindness which went 
largely unnoticed. 


Easter week is time of religion, pageantry and socialising in Philippines 


PILlLIA, Philippines (AP) — 
Chanting wafts through the night 
in this town and tousands like it 
as Filipino Christians mark Eas- 
ter week with rituals blending 

religion, pageantry and socialis- 
ing. 

The chants arc from the Paba- 
sa. or nightlong ritual singing of 
the Passion of Christ. The Pas- 
sion recalls the Biblical story of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

It is one of several folk rituals 
observed in the week leading up 
to Easter in the Philippines. 
Asia's only predominantly Christ- 
ian country. About S5 per cent of 
the 60 million Filipinos are Ro- 
man Catholic. 

Other traditional rituals in- 
clude religious processions. Pas- 
sion plays, self-flagellation and 
even re-enactments of Jesus' cru- 
cifixion. in which devotees are 
nailed to wooden crosses. 

Most widespread is the Pabasa, 
which is practised in villages, 
towns and urban Barrios through- 
out this archipelago nation. 

Spanish missionaries brought 


Christianity in the 16th century, 
and each of the country’s eight 
major linguistic groups has its 
own version of the Pabasa. 

In this Tagalog-speaking town 
of 30,000 some 60 kilometres 
southeast of Manila, residents 
sing a version based on a 300- 
page litury written early in the 
1 9th century by a teacher, 
Mariano Pilapii. 

Here, private families usually 
sponsor the singing. They set up 
tables in their yards, where neigh- 
bours gather beneath status of 
saints to chant the liturgy from 
sunset until dawn. 

In a gesture toward modernity, 
some sponsors set up electronic 
sound systems provided by rela- 
tives working abroad. Whole 
families take part, from grandpa- 
rents to small children. 

Sponsors provide food to those 
who stop by to take pan in the 
ritual, That gives the ceremony a 
festive atmosphere, an opportun- 
ity for neighbours to socialise 
while fulfilling burden. Food and 
other expenses for the week can 


run as high as 15,000 pesos (S535) 
— more than three month's sal- 
ary for many ordinary farmers or 
factory workers. 

Statues of saints, virtually a 
must at a Pabasa, can cost up to 

60,000 pesos (52,100). Poor spon- 
sors sometimes borrow statues 
from wealthier relatives or 
friends. 

"It’s only once a year,” said 
Socorro An’eno, 5 1 . whose family 
has been sponsoring Pabasas here 
for generations. "But we consider 
it as an act of charity to feed the 
people and to pray." 

Several sponsors said their 
families began playing host to 
such rituals to fulfill religious 
vows, made for such cases as 
recovery from illness or births of 
children. 

But in many cases, those vows 
were taken generations ago by 
ancestors long dead. Their de- 
scendants continue to fulfill what 
they consider a family obligation 
but cannot remember why. 

Nonetheless, the obligation of 
sponsorship is passed on from 


generation to generation. Chil- 
dren who move away often send 
home money during Easier week 
to help defray expenses of spon- 
sorship. 

“My grandmother did it. and 
her grandmother before her,’’- 
one sponsor. Emma Patena-said. 

Meanwhile in the city of 
Cutud, a 24-year-old fish vendor 
stared at the sky and wept Friday 
as he and other devotees were 
nailed to wooden crosses in a 
ritual marking the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ. 

Six men were crucified in the 
middle oF a rice field while 
thousands of devotees and tour- 
ists watched. 

"This is my first time- to be 
crucified," fish seller Chito Sang- 
galang said before being nailed to 
the cross. “I'm doing it because 
of my mother, who got sick and 
got well. I will continue this if 
God permits me to live on. I will 
go for another 25 years." 

Hundreds of flagellants beat 
their backs bloody with bamboo 
whips as they led tbe procession 


to the field where the crucifixion 
took place. 

Others were nailed to crosses 
in rituals elsewhere in central 
Luzon Island and Manila, includ- 
ing three women and a man in 
Bulacan province. 

The annual Good Friday rites 
are pan of a series of ceremonies 
some Filipinos practice to mark 
the week leading to Easter, when 
Christians believe Jesus rose from 
the dead. 

Other traditions require de- 
votees to fast, walk barefoot on 
hot pavements and walk on 
banded knee in churches. 

Roman Catholic officials dis- 
approve of cross nailings but have 
made little effort to stop them. 
The rites, which began in this 
farming community 50 kilometres 
north of Manila in 1962, have 
become a major tourist attrac- 
tion. 

Police said about 20,000 people 
turned out to watch Friday’s cere- 
mony as the six devotees were 
nailed^ to the crosses three at a 
time, in keeping with the Biblical 


was executed 


belief that Jesus 
with two thieves. 

Devotees dressed as Roman 
Centurions drove long aluminum 
nails soaked for a year in disinfec- 
tant into Sanggalang's plams, 
them hoisted the cross to an 
upright position. 

Sanggalan stared toward the 
cloudy sky and wept. 

After about five minutes the six 
were hauled down, and assistants 
swabbed their palms in iodine to 
prevent infection. 

Asked if he wanted to see a 
doctor following his ordeal. Sang- 
galang replied: “It’s up to Jesus. I 
will not take antibiotics.” Partici- 
pants generally don’t suffer se- 
rious physical effects from the 
crucifixions. 

“I can't believe this,” tourist 
Roland Donor of Zurich 
Switzerland, said as he watched 
blood spatter from the palms of 
die devotees. "I thought it was 
done only in the movies. It is 
frightening. They are very gut- 
sy.” 


nQooooi 


Sleepwalker loses 
appeal against 
insanity 

LONDON (R) — A Briton who 
was detained in a mental hospital 
for attacking a woman friend 
while sleepwalking failed in an 
appeal to establish that he was 
not insane. Barry Burgess, 34, 
was judged not guilty but insane 
for hitting his victim with a bottle, 
and trying to throttle her after 
they fell asleep, having watched a 
video called Night Train to Ter- 
ror. He was ordered detained in a 
mental hospital by a court in 
Bristol, western England, in July 
1989, and was later released. 
Burgess tried to establish that be 
had suffered from "non-insane 
automatism” through sleepwalk- 
ing and should have been acquit- 
ted instead of being found not 
guilty of wounding with intent 
through insanity. 

Depardieu may sue 
U.S. publication 

PARIS (AP) — French film star 
Gerard Depardieu has said he 
will sue “enormously” if Amer- 
ican publications do not retract 
their stories about his purported- 
involvement in a rape at the age 
of 9. The actor, who is at the 
centre of a trans-Atlantic storm 
over an interview published in the 
Feb. 4 edition of Time magazine, 
denied saying he had participated 
in a rape. His U.S. lawyer, mean- 
while, blamed the controversy on 
a mistranslation of a French verb. 
He said tbe verb meant “witness" 
rather than “participate.'’ “I’m 
really going to attack because: I 
can’t stand the label ’oscar, De-z 
pardieu, rapist,"’ Depardieu told” 
Europe I Radio host Jean-Pierre 
Elkabbach. The actor spoke from 
the Indian Ocean island of Mauri- 
tius, where he is shooting a 
movie. “It’s low, it’s pathetic. I 
find the whole thing monstrous 
and disgusting, really disgusting," 
he said. Depardieu was nomin- 
ated for best actor at Monday 
night’s Hollywood award cere- 
monies for his performance in the 
title role of Cyrano De Bergerac, 
but lost to Jeremy Irons for Re- 
versal Of Fortune. 

New asteroid may 
be a dead comet 

SYDNEY (R) — A rocky aster- 
oid some five kilometres across, 
suspected of being a dead comet, 
has been found in an unusual 
orbit between Mars and Uranus, 
Australian astronomers said. The 
asteroid, named 1991 DA, has an 
orbit so unexpected that its dis-- 
covery may revise theories on the* 
origin and evolution of the solar 
system and the Earth, Adelaide 
University group leader Duncan 
Steel said by telephone. “We’ve 
got to explain where it came 
from," said Steel. “There is no 
sign that it is anything but a great 
big. lump of rock, but it’s in an 
orbit where you expect to find 
comets.” The asteroid was found 
in February by the siding spring 
observatory in Australia and has 
since been confirmed by other 
telescopes in Australia and Chile. 
No cloud of other material was 
found near the asteroid, as would 
be expected for a comet, the 
astronomers said in a statement. 
Comets are thought to be balls of 
ice which periodically flare up as 
they near the sun in their usually 
far-Iung orbits. Asteroids are 
belt of small bodies rotating 
around the sun in orbits between 
those of Mars and Jupiter. Only 
two other objects similar to 1991 
DA have been found, the last 14 
years ago. One of them is show- 
ing signs of being a dormant 
comet, Steel said. 

Taiwan to end draft 
dodging by fat 
people 

TAIPEI (R) — Soon only the 
fattest of the fat will escape 
Taiwan's rigorous military ser- 
vice. Faced with ballooning num- 
bers of overweight draftees. 
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry will* 
raise the weight limit to bring? 
more young men into service, a 
spokesman said Wednesday, the 
new limit was under discussion, 
he said. One newspaper said it 
might go as high as 1Q5 kilogram-, 
nw- It is now 86 kilogramme. All 
Taiwanese men must do two 
years mandatory military service. 
Exemptions are made for medical 
reasons, and for recruits who are 
l ?° to thin, too tall or too 
snort for standard military-issue 
uniform. To try to squeeze 
through the loopholes, young 
men binge for weeks before 
military, physical examination. *V 
ate five times or more a day and 
avoided anything that would con- 
sume my energy,” said one 25- . 
year-old man, who gained more 
than 25 kilogrammes in three 
months. 



